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Zelzah News 
Oasis of Las Vegas     Desert of Nevada  Vol. 17 Issue 8 

  

September 2023 

OFFICIAL NOTICE  

STATED MEETING  

September 19, 2023 

&  

October 17, 2023  

Dinner 6:00 pm  

*Must RSVP for Dinner* 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 

 

702-382-5554 

 

office@zelzahshrine.org 
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  Elected Divan 

Potentate              David Bechtel 

Chief Rabban                  Mike Clark 

Assistant Rabban    Eric Halberg 

High Priest & Prophet    Jacob Lewis 

Oriental Guide          Brendan Vargas 

Treasurer                  Christopher West 

Recorder           Alan Wise, PP 

  Appointed Divan 

1st Ceremonial Master  Robin “Montana” Williams 

2nd Ceremonial Master                         Mike Cappa 

Director General     Ron Krever 

Marshal     Phil Pupanek 

Captain of the Guard         Phil Michaelson 

Chaplain            Mike Reinhardt 

1st Outer Guard            David Wilson 

2nd Outer Guard            John Gallagher 

PAST POTENTATES 
Richard Land     1975-76* 

Milton Keefer     1977* 

Joseph T. Klenke    1978* 

Joseph R. Parruli    1979* 

LeRoy A. Wolever, MD   1980* 

Jackson Houston, PGM   1981* 

George Boman    1982* 

Phillip M. Van DeVenter   1983* 

Ross Cooke     1984* 

Walter A. Reichenbach   1985* 

Norman S. Priddy    1986* 

Merritt S. “Budd” Jones   1987* 

Billie G. McMahan    1988 

Harry A. Downer    1989* 

William Wattenbarger    1990 

Sven E. Levin     1991* 

Tom Gailey     1992* 

Robert E. Cook    1993* 

Lew Kirgis     1994* 

J. Linden Smith    1995 

John C. Holler     1996* 

James “Jim” Denney    1997* 

William G. “Bill” Becker   1998 

Earl “Joe” Darnold    1999* 

Harvey A. Williams    2000,02 

William “Bill” Holland   2001 

John Pennington    2003  

Michael L. Rodgers    2004,11 

Stephen B. Stone    2005* 

William A. Burger    2006 

Swannie Swenson    2007 

M.G. “Mike” Barry    2008 

Thomas D. “Tom” Welsh   2009 

Robert L. “Bob” Norton   2010 

Roy A. Sargent    2011* 

Al Oppegard     2012 

Paul Granstrom    2013* 

Jerry Eitel     2014 

Daniel C. Kelly    2015 

Daniel Erickson    2016 

Michael Holmstrom    2017 

Joseph “Joe” Freeman    2018   

John Wehrly     2019 

Bruce Nelson     2020 

Dwain Rittenhouse    2021 

Alan L. Wise     2022  

  Shrine Clubs 

Boulder City              Jim Giannosa 

B.C. Mini Cars    Dan Erickson, P. P. 

Henderson                 Brian Green 

Road Runners       Casey Case 

Weepah      Frank Heyer 

 Shrine Unit 
Clowns                             Michael Burkintas 

Flivvers           Chuck Coleman 

Legion of Honor         Dennis Williams  

Social Clubs  
Aviation           Malcolm Singer 

Chairman                  Rick Pond 

Hillbilly Clan #47                   Fred Boyd 

Emeritus  
Craig Ruby ________________________Treasurer Emer 

Billie McMahan, P.P. ________________Trustee Emer 

Don Daum ________________________ Recorder Emer  

Jack Richardson ____________________ Marshal Emer 

Daniel “Pix” Pixley _________________ Drivers Emer  
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Wonderful Nobles of Zelzah Shrine, I am very excited to see you all again at our stated meeting in 
September. With the continuation of extreme heat in Las Vegas, we will stay in the short-sleeved 
shirts for the next meeting and look eagerly forward to October’s cooler weather.   

As we are now deep into the summer and rapidly heading into the fall, I would like to remind the 
Nobles of the upcoming Shriners Children Open happening in Las Vegas October 9th through 15th.  
They will need many volunteers, so if you are interested, please go to shrinerschildrensopen.com/
volunteer. The very next week following the Golf Tournament is our Shrine Feztival in Boulder 
City. We have a block of rooms set up at the same hotel as last year, so book your spot now before 
the rooms are all taken. We still have time to bring some additional Blue Lodge brothers into the 
Shrine before the October event, so please look for some membership applications at the next meet-
ing as I will plan to have extras on hand to pass out. 

Finally brothers, there are a few upcoming events that I hope you will support and attend. The first 
is the annual Fish Fry on Saturday, September 2nd at the Shrine Center. The second activity is a 
Shrine BBQ and Cookoff at MMT on September 9th, and the third is the Potentate’s Official Visit 
to Pahrump (Parade, OV, and Wine Tasting) on September 23rd. For tickets and additional details 
on any of these events, please check the fliers in the Zelzah News, or call the office. Please re-
member that it doesn’t really matter what event we hold as an activity or fundraiser for the 
Shrine, what really makes any of our events successful is when our Nobles and families show up. 
You all being present is what makes and what brings the FUN!  Love to you all.  

 

Fraternally,  

David Bechtel, Potentate 

 

Lou’s Wine Tasting, August 26th  

From the  

Potentate  
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For more Petitions for Association and Affiliation, visit www.zelzashrine.org/members 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE RECORDER                                                                                             Alan Wise, P.P.  

Greetings to All: 

 
Welcome back from our summer break, I hope that you enjoyed your summer break and are refreshed and ready to get back to the 

business and fun your Shrine provides to you.   

 
Zelzah Shrine will be holding its Second Annual Feztival in Boulder City at the Boulder City Lodge/Boulder City Shrine Club 

building October 20 – 21, 2023.  There will be dinner and fun events on Friday evening with the ceremony and a banquet on Satur-

day.  I have sent letters to all Nobles created between November 2022 and June 2023 inviting them to participate in the ceremony 

and to bring their significant other or spouse and family, as this ceremony is open to all.  If you are a Noble who was created in 

2021 or 2022 and have not participated in the public ceremony and wish to go through this ceremony, you are invited to contact the 

office so we can add you to the list of Nobles going through this ceremony.  Everyone is welcome to attend the ceremony and 

bring their families.  Nobles if you are working with a potential candidate and would like to see him included in this ceremony, 

please ensure that his petition and fees are submitted either prior to our September Stated Meeting (September 19 th) or prior to the 

October Stated Meeting (October 17th) so he may be included in this year’s Feztival.  Please see the flyer included in this edition of 

the Zelzah Newsletter.   

 
As we return to the business of the Shrine, Unit and Club leaders are reminded of the following: 

 
1.  All Units and Clubs must hold their annual election of officers in October 2023 for the ensuing calendar year (2024) and 

submit to the office a list of the new officers not later than November 30, 2023.  An officer of a unit or club must be a member 

in good standing with his Blue Lodge and Zelzah Shriners or in the Noble’s home Temple if he is not affiliated or associated with 

Zelzah Shriners (In accordance with Zelzah Shriners Bylaws 2022, paragraph 9.3 Membership. (a) Units.  Temple units may in-

clude Nobles of other temples with the approval of the Potentate of the other temple and (b) Clubs. Temple shrine clubs may in-

clude Nobles of other temples.  All members of the shrine club are eligible to hold office.)  This listing will be presented to the in-

coming Temple Potentate for approval in accordance with Zelzah Shriners Bylaws 2022, paragraph 9.3 Membership. (c) Election 

of Officers.  Further this listing will be used to update WebFez.   

 
2.  All Unit and Clubs must provide the office with an updated roster of Unit or Club members not later than December 31, 

2023.  These rosters will be used to update WebFez per Shriners International guidance.   

 
3.  All Unit and Club Treasurers and Secretary/Treasurers must submit the unit or club’s Annual Financial Report to the 

office by January 19, 2024.  The on-line fillable financial report will be provided to the Units and Clubs via email once received 

by Shriners International.   

 
I don’t want to steal Illustrious Sir John Pennington’s thunder concerning our Honor Wall, but the office places orders for the 

bricks once we have ten (10) bricks ordered as we receive a discount on the bricks ordered which leaves more funds from these 

orders to be utilized by the operating budget to provide you the membership with more fun and to cover the costs of running this 

organization.  We currently have three (3) bricks ordered, so we need seven (7) more orders so we may place a brick order.  Once 

the order is placed, I will put a place holder on the Honor Wall so all will know who or what organization has ordered a brick.   

If you have thoughts about how to improve our building and improve the safety of this area for everyone, please feel free to contact 
me.  I will be more than happy to raise these issues with the Board of Directors, the Trustees, and the appropriate committee.  After 
all this is our facility and the better is looks and operates the more likely it is that we will be able to persuade Master Masons and 
their families to join us in our philanthropy.  
 
Finally, we are here to provide support and assistance to you and your families.  Our Office Manager, Elizabeth, and our Patient 
Coordinator, Tammy, are working hard to bring our office up to date as they go through our mounds of documentation and digitize 
those documents which we can under the guidance provided by Shriners International.  We are also working to make it easier for 
the Nobility and our Shrine supporters by bringing more up to date applications and resources to better serve our customers.  Our 
office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 4 pm and Friday, 9 am – 3 pm except holidays and other announced closures.  If you 
need our assistance please contact or visit us.   
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Alan L. Wise, P.P. 

Recorder/Property Manager 
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Zelzah News Supporter 

FOR JUST $ 25.00 A YEAR  

YOUR NAME WILL APPEAR  

IN EACH ISSUE AND BENEFIT  

OUR NEWS PUBLICATION 

Yes, I will be a Publication Supporter:  

Enclose is my check for $___________ 

 

I would like my name to read as:  
 

_______________________________ 

Proceeds from Publication Supporter will only 

be used to better the Zelzah News. 
 

Mail your check to: 

Zelzah Shrine  

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

Contributions and Donations  
to the  

Transportation Fund 
 

Mike Clark  

Douglas Morse 

In Memory of David August  

Doris Mathieson & Bill Coulter 

Zelzah News Supporters  

  

 Tom Campbell 2/24    

 Pix & Judy Pixley  9/25  

 Hazel Dewey  8/24   

 Mike Reinhardt 2/25    

 Joe Freeman 12/25     

 Ginger Houston 11/23    

 Judy Elkins 11/23    

 Rod & Vim Petkovich 8/25  

 Bruce Nelson 12/23               

 Jerry & Terry Eitel 3/24        

 Bob & Joan Norton 10/23           

 Max & Nancy Nakamura 12/25 

 Leon & Jodie Baghdadilian 10/23  

 The Michael C. Bradley Trust 10/25    

 Jack & Bonnie Richardson 5/26 

 Tom Welsh 9/23 

 Dwain Rittenhouse & Lisa Smith 3/24 

  

 

 

Zelzah News will be Published  

every month in 2023 

The deadline for articles are as follows: 

Dec 15th for January issue 

Jan15th for February issue 

Feb 15th  for March issue 

March 15th  for April issue   

April 15th  for May issue   

May 15th  for June issue  

No Issue in July  

July 15th  for August issue 

Aug 15th  for September issue 

September 15th  for October issue 

Oct 15th  for November issue 

November 15th  for December issue 

Email articles to: office@zelzahshrine.org  

Editor: Elizabeth Rodriguez 

Proceeds from any event in this publication is for the benefit 

of  Zelzah Shriners unless otherwise stated. Payments are not  

deductible as charitable contribution.  
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OFFICIAL NOTICE  

STATED MEETING  

September 19, 2023 

&  

October 17, 2023  

Dinner 6:00 pm  

*Must RSVP for Dinner* 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 
 

702-382-5554 
 

office@zelzahshrine.org 

Save the Date… 

September  
September 2, 2023 Fish Fry 

September 9, 2023 Shrine BBQ Cookoff 

September 19, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

September 23, 2023 Harvest Festival Parade 

September 23, 2023 Weepah POV 

September 23, 2023 Wine Tasting (Pahrump) 

October 
October 7, 2023 Octoberfest 
October 9-15, 2023 Shriner's Open 

October 17, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

October 20-21, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Feztival  

   (Boulder City) 

October 28, 2023 LOH Halloween Costume Party  

November 
November 5, 2023 Honored Ladies Luncheon 

November 10, 2023 VA BBQ 

November 12-14, 2023 Nevada Grand Lodge  

   (Las Vegas) 

November 18, 2023 Spaghetti Dinner &  

   The Godfather 

November 21, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

December 
December 2, 2023 Boulder City Holiday Parade 

December 3, 2023 Children's Holiday Luncheon 

December 9, 2023 The Christmas Story / Chinese 

Dinner / Toy Drive 

December 19, 2023 Stated 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to 

change or cancellation * 
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September 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Fish Fry  

3 4 

Office Closed  

5 6 7 8 9 

BBQ Cook Off 

10 11 12 

U/C/D 

13 14 15 16 

17 

LOH 

18 19 

Stated Meeting  

20 21 22 23 
Pahrump Parade  
POV Weepah SC 
Wine Tasting  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

October 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Oktoberfest 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 

 

16 17 

Stated Meeting 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

Office Closed  

28 

29 30 31     

Shriner’s Open 

Shriner’s Open Feztival at Boulder City  
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Zelzah Shriners  

Honor/ Memorial Brick  
For a donation of $100.00, a brick will be placed on our  

Honor Wall within our Shine building.  

Please print all information 

 Name to be placed on brick:            

                
     One or two lines - 15 characters per line      
   

 Purchased by:         Phone:     

 Credit Card #:        Exp. Date     

 Please make checks payable to:   Zelzah Shriners  

      2313 S. Eastern Ave  

      Las Vegas NV 89104 

  Proceeds of this benefit of Zelzah Shriners. Payments are not deductible as a charitable contribution.  



Zelzah News - September 2023          12 

 



 13                Zelzah News - September 2023 

 
Chief Rabban                                              Mike Clark       Hillbillies                                                    Fred Boyd 

Howdy again Cuzzins and Non-Cuzzins.  

Phones been ringing off the hook from some of ya asking about 
the next Hillbilly event. Well, mark ya calender, Sunday Oct. 1st, 
1pm at the Shrine Center on Eastern. We'll have a degree, pot 
luck vittles, the usual stuff and most important we'll be helping 
the Transportation Fund and the kids. We hope to get some new 
Cuzzins (Guys and Gals) who are not afraid to climb them hills 
of the Grand and Glorious Order of the Hillbilly Degree. So get 
off the couch, cook some vittles, load the buggy, and come on 
down to the Shrine Center for some Hillbilly fun. See flyer for 
more details. 

If you haven't  done so be sure to log into the Hillbilly web-
site: InternationalShrineHillbillies.com for additional Hillbilly 
information. 

Just found out today that our Cuzzins from Oil Patch Clan 69, Al 
Malaikah Shrine in Los Angeles returned from the 2023 Hillbilly 
Convention in Green Bay, WI. They say Clan 69 will host the 
2025 Convention. It will be held at Knotts Berry Farm Aug. 7th - 
9th, 2025. So mark your calendar and as I get more information 
I will pass it on. Do come out, support your hillbillies and re-
member by our small contribution, that one child who may not 
walk today, he or she may walk tomorrow.  
We hope to see you at one of our events. 

"HONOR THE COB" 

Cuz Fred Boyd 

Raban of the Clan , 702 338 6883 
Officers: Mike Cappa, Mal Singer, Russ Gray, Ron Krever 

I have been reading about freemasonry and its history. While we 
have written documents for the Shrine beginnings there is not a 
lot on freemasonry or why the Shrine chose to ladder off of the 
Square and compass. Masonry itself can be traced to early 1600s 
and possibly earlier. Some think it evolved from the old Cathedral 
builders and this is possibly so as we use a lot of symbols from 
that era.  
 

The Shrine was formed by our esteemed Brothers, as they 
were all from the Fraternal Order of Masons and they had a ready 
made entity to draw from. Masons were too serious and needed an 
outlet to enjoy fun and fellowship. Most were all actors in plays 
around the New York area and wanted a fraternity to accomplish 
this need. After some consideration, the Ancient Order of the 
Mystic Shrine was formed. 
 
Think back to why you became a Mason and then decided to join 
the Shrine and other offshoots of the Masonic order. Scottish Rite 
has the Rite Care Clinic, York Rite has the eye care, Shrine was 
originally a drinking, fun organization and decided they needed a 
philanthropy to make them more in line with the Masonic Teach-
ings, thus the Shrine Hospitals were born. 
  
The Shrine is more public than our Blue Lodge with participating 
in parades and activities that Masons and non-Masons can enjoy. 
David has several events planned for the rest of the year and hope 
to see you all at them. 
 

Fraternally 
Chief Rabban, Zelzah Shriners 
Michael J. Clark 
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September 
Adrian D Shahbazian 

Brian Boles 

Brian G Green 

Brian W Cook 

Charles A Cortez 

Chris E Coleman 

Christopher R Hernandez 

Christopher T Cole 

Daniel E Pixley 

David A Cook 

David A Wilson 

David Wright 

Dwayne Dukes 

George R Zellers 

Harold F Ford 

John C Kuhns 

John S Solensky 

John W Frogue 

Lee A Gladish 

Lewin M Williams Sr. 

Michael Kobrin 

Michael R Kearns 

Mitchell J Hostmeyer 

Rashad L Williams 

Raymond E Roberts Jr. 

Raymond L Garcia 

Robin Williams 

Ronald E Pulse 

Samuel G Johnson Jr. 

Sonny Martell 

Steven E Henick 

Thomas B Bouck 

William Wattenbarger P.P. 

Ladies Divan Paint & Sip Party  
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Proceeds are for the benefit of Zelzah 

Shrine. Payments are not deductible as 

a Charitable Contributions.  
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“Helping Shriners, Helping Children” 

Zelzah Shrine Temple 

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Up and Coming Events  

     Events with * are at the Shrine Center  

  

 

September  
   September 2, 2023 Fish Fry* 

   September 9, 2023 Shrine BBQ Cookoff 

   September 19, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting*  

   September 23, 2023 Harvest Festival Parade 

   September 23, 2023 Weepah POV 

   September 23, 2023 Wine Tasting (Pahrump) 

 

October 
   October 9-15, 2023 Shriner's Open 

   October 15, 2023 Octoberfest 

   October 17, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

   October 20-21, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Feztival  (Boulder City) 

   October 28, 2023 LOH Halloween Costume Party  

 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or cancellation * 

 


