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  Elected Divan 
Potentate              David Bechtel 

Chief Rabban                  Mike Clark 

Assistant Rabban    Eric Halberg 

High Priest & Prophet    Jacob Lewis 

Oriental Guide          Brendan Vargas 

Treasurer                  Christopher West 

Recorder           Alan Wise, PP 

  Appointed Divan 
1st Ceremonial Master  Robin “Montana” Williams 

2nd Ceremonial Master                         Mike Cappa 

Director General     Ron Krever 

Marshal     Phil Pupanek 

Captain of the Guard         Phil Michaelson 

Chaplain            Mike Reinhardt 

1st Outer Guard            David Wilson 

2nd Outer Guard            John Gallagher 

PAST POTENTATES 
Richard Land     1975-76* 
Milton Keefer     1977* 
Joseph T. Klenke    1978* 
Joseph R. Parruli    1979* 
LeRoy A. Wolever, MD   1980* 
Jackson Houston, PGM   1981* 
George Boman    1982* 
Phillip M. Van DeVenter   1983* 
Ross Cooke     1984* 
Walter A. Reichenbach   1985* 
Norman S. Priddy    1986* 
Merritt S. “Budd” Jones   1987* 
Billie G. McMahan    1988 
Harry A. Downer    1989* 
William Wattenbarger    1990 
Sven E. Levin     1991* 
Tom Gailey     1992* 
Robert E. Cook    1993* 
Lew Kirgis     1994* 
J. Linden Smith    1995 
John C. Holler     1996* 
James “Jim” Denney    1997* 
William G. “Bill” Becker   1998 

Earl “Joe” Darnold    1999* 
Harvey A. Williams    2000,02 
William “Bill” Holland   2001 
John Pennington    2003  
Michael L. Rodgers    2004,11 
Stephen B. Stone    2005* 
William A. Burger    2006* 
Swannie Swenson    2007 
M.G. “Mike” Barry    2008 
Thomas D. “Tom” Welsh   2009 
Robert L. “Bob” Norton   2010 
Roy A. Sargent    2011* 
Al Oppegard     2012 
Paul Granstrom    2013* 
Jerry Eitel     2014 
Daniel C. Kelly    2015 
Daniel Erickson    2016 
Michael Holmstrom    2017 
Joseph “Joe” Freeman    2018   
John Wehrly     2019 
Bruce Nelson     2020 
Dwain Rittenhouse    2021 
Alan L. Wise     2022  

  Shrine Clubs 
Boulder City              Jim Giannosa 

B.C. Mini Cars    Dan Erickson, P. P. 

Henderson                 Brian Green 

Road Runners       Casey Case 

Weepah      Frank Heyer 

 Shrine Unit 
Clowns                             Michael Burkintas 

Flivvers           Chuck Coleman 

Legion of Honor         Dennis Williams  

Social Clubs  
Aviation           Malcolm Singer 

Chairman                  Rick Pond 

Hillbilly Clan #47                   Fred Boyd 

Emeritus  
Craig Ruby ________________________Treasurer Emer 
Billie McMahan, P.P. ________________Trustee Emer 
Don Daum ________________________ Recorder Emer  
Jack Richardson ____________________ Marshal Emer 
Daniel “Pix” Pixley _________________ Drivers Emer  
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From the  
Potentate  

Nobles, what an amazing time we have had the past couple months.  Our events seem to be getting bigger and 
bigger which has really added to the experience. Our Oktoberfest party was a complete sell out and we had 
every seat filled (until the spankings started).  I have so many people to thank for making that event special for 
all of us.  First, the Shrine office for taking reservations, advertising and collecting money at the door.  It al-
ways stinks to have to work during a fun event, but Tammy and Alan do it all the time.  Secondly, I would like 
to give a shout out to our Minister of Fun (Rick Pond) who took advertising to a new level.  If you haven’t 
checked out his new website, you should log in and sign up for his updates.  Thirdly, a belated round of ap-
plause for our cooks!  Chef Pall Gudmundsson cooked the main meal, MW Mark Marsh and Ian Knight (both 
from Carson City) came down to cook the sauerkraut, and Frank Bolshazy made German soft pretzels.  Be-
yond the food, Michelle Schilling was our resident spanker from the Hofbrauhaus and Alyce Wheeler donated 
shot glasses and beer steins for the event.   
 

Zelzah Shrine members should be very proud of our members for the efforts they put in to make the Shriners 
Children’s Open a huge success.  There are far too many people to thank here, but please know that you made 
us all proud of your work!  Our Shrine Feztival in Boulder City was amazing again this year as well.  A very 
special thank you goes out to my Personal Aide (Troy Schneiderman) for creating and transporting the set to 
Boulder City.  In addition to Troy, I would like to thank our traveling cook from Pahrump, Mike Cappa, for 
serving up some amazing food all weekend long.  Lastly, I want to thank Good Dan (yes, that is Dan Erickson) 
for coordinating our pub crawl on Friday night as well as allowing for the use of Boulder City Lodge for the 
Ceremonial.  I know that I am missing many names from my thank you list, but please know that it is not in-
tentional.  I list the previous names not as a complete list of recognitions, but as a way to show all of the No-
bility how many people it takes to run these events.  Please know that there is room for everyone to take part.  
If you want to participate in an event at the Shrine, we would love it.  If you are too busy this year, don’t wor-
ry about that; simply give your name to our Chief Rabban (Mike Clark) and let him know that you would like 
to help next year.  I’m quite sure that he would welcome the assistance.    
 

During October we honored the Past Potentates with an amazing steak dinner ahead of our stated meeting and 
First Lady Darcy and the Shrine Wife took the First Ladies to dinner at Mezzo Bistro. As we roll in to our fi-
nal months of the year, we have several events remaining and plenty of fun to look forward to. We have the 
Honored Ladies Luncheon on November 5th, which is coordinated by our Assistant Rabban, Eric Halberg.  
Secondly, it is time to take the challenge to “Fill the Pote’s Office” with new unwrapped toys to support Secret 
Santa and Shriners Children’s Southern California. I hope the upcoming month brings everyone love and hap-
piness and as we approach Thanksgiving, please keep our sick Nobles in your thoughts and prayers.  The holi-
days are a time for family and friends, and I am blessed to have you all in my life. Love to you all! 

 

Fraternally,  

David Bechtel, Potentate 
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Chief Rabban                                            Mike Clark        Oriental Guide                                       Brendan Vargas 

It's hard to believe we're almost at the end of 2023, and 
what a busy year it's been.  By now all of our Clubs and 
Units have elected their Officers for 2024 and Zelzah as 
a whole starts looking ahead towards the New 
Year.  The one thing I would ask all of our new Unit 
and  Club Officers to think about is how we can better 
integrate our newly made Nobles.  As a whole we need 
to work harder to make sure our newly obligated Zelzah 
Shriners know that this is their Temple and getting 
them active from day one. Our Units and Clubs play an 
important part in that and even doing something as 
making a phone call or invitation to your next event or 
meeting can go a long way to getting that new Noble 
involved.  November will be a busy month for all of us 
with Veteran's Day, Grand Lodge, and Thanksgiving all 
coming up within the span of a couple of weeks.  Hope-
fully your Thanksgiving will be a great one and time to 
relax with your family and of course eat well.   

 

I mentioned Veterans Day earlier in this article and as 
we have a lot of Veterans in Zelzah I want to personally 
invite our Zelzah Veterans to the Vegas Lodge 32 Vet-
erans Day dinner on 10 November doors opening at 6, 
dinner at 6:30.  Grand Master of Nevada and Zelzah 
Noble Kevin McCans will be the guest of honor and 
speaker for the event. you can RSVP me at         
brendanvargas1@gmail.com. We'd love to see you and 
your lady on the 10th of November at Vegas Lodge 32. 

 

The homestretch is here and we're almost at the finish 
line, lets make the rest of 2023 as good as the rest of the 
year and I will see you around the Shrine! 

November is the month to be thankful we live in a free 
country, due to our for-fathers perseverance, we can own 
property and be anything we want to be. We celebrate 
Thanksgiving with family and friends. 

I had the pleasure of working at the Shriners Children’s 
Open last Month and while very tiring, it was a blast to do 
so. They raised quite a bit of money for the Shriners Hos-
pital and you get to meet a lot of great Shriners from all 
over the world. If you have a chance to volunteer next 
year, I highly recommend doing so. 

Ill, David's year is winding down and I have to commend 
him for having one of the busiest years since I have been a 
Shriner. It has been a lot of fun and interesting challenges 
to say the least. 

If I am elected next year, I want to establish a committee 
to look at the feasibility to move the Shrine location to a 
safer location. If any Nobles are interested, let me know. 
We need to start looking as I do not see where we are at 
getting any better. 

I am looking forward to the Veterans Day Barbecue on 
November 10 from 10 am to 2 pm at 6900 N. Pecos and if 
anyone wants to come out and enjoy the comaraderie and 
flip a few burgers or pass put condiments you are wel-
come. The car show is open to all types of cars. The more 
the merrier. 

Always keep your God, family, and job before Masonic 
duties. 

 

Yours in Faith, 

Michael J. Clark, Chief Rabban 
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Zelzah News Supporter 

FOR JUST $ 25.00 A YEAR  

YOUR NAME WILL APPEAR  

IN EACH ISSUE AND BENEFIT  

OUR NEWS PUBLICATION 

Yes, I will be a Publication Supporter:  

Enclose is my check for $___________ 

 

I would like my name to read as:  
 

_______________________________ 

Proceeds from Publication Supporter will only 
be used to better the Zelzah News. 

 

Mail your check to: 

Zelzah Shrine  

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

Contributions and Donations  
to the  

Transportation Fund 
 

2023 Class 

 

Streak Out Bar & Grill  

Zelzah News Supporters  

  

 Tom Campbell 2/24    

 Pix & Judy Pixley  9/29  
 Hazel Dewey  8/24   
 Mike Reinhardt 2/25    

 Joe Freeman 12/25     

 Ginger Houston 11/23    

 Judy Elkins 11/24    

 Rod & Vim Petkovich 8/25  
 Bruce Nelson 12/23               

 Jerry & Terry Eitel 3/24        

 Bob & Joan Norton 10/24           
 Max & Nancy Nakamura 12/25  

 The Michael C. Bradley Trust 10/25    

 Jack & Bonnie Richardson 5/26 

 Dwain Rittenhouse & Lisa Smith 3/24 

 Mary Morris  10/24 
  
 

 

Zelzah News will be Published  

every month in 2023 

The deadline for articles are as follows: 
Dec 15th for January issue 

Jan15th for February issue 

Feb 15th  for March issue 

March 15th  for April issue   

April 15th  for May issue   

May 15th  for June issue  

No Issue in July  

July 15th  for August issue 

Aug 15th  for September issue 
September 15th  for October issue 

Oct 15th  for November issue 

November 15th  for December issue 

Email articles to: office@zelzahshrine.org  

Editor: Elizabeth Rodriguez 

Proceeds from any event in this publication is for the benefit 
of  Zelzah Shriners unless otherwise stated. Payments are not  

deductible as charitable contribution.  
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To whom it may concern: 

My daughter, Lara, was born in Las Vegas, May 3, 1985, with cleft lip, hard and soft palette.  

At first the State Crippled Childrens Fund was helping, she was labeled a pre-existing condition 
and not uncovered by insurance. As a pre-teen she was dropped by the state and we were lost.  

My Uncle David Ward, a Shriners Clown, recommended I contact the Shriners organization to 
help.  

Without missing a beat, Shriners stepped in and continued her care until she reached 21years old 
and her reconstruction surgeries had completed. 

Providing everything necessary, even transportation and lodging. This care began 20 years ago. 

And might I add we experienced the most excellent care, and extremely professional handling, al-
so the best state of the art medical services available. 

Today she looks like a model she is so beautiful. You wouldn't know she had so many facial surger-
ies.  

And the greatest part is, when this first began I planted the seed to return the love-she has and 
does everyday. 

She is now a nurse. 

Not just any nurse. She has a BSN and delivers babies at the Labor & Delivery department in Cen-
tennial Hospital Las Vegas. She paid her own way through school.  

She guides new mothers who give birth, especially ones who deal with birth defects. When seeing 
the results of her journey it calms them about what their child's future can be. 

And in the case of cleft lips and palettes she is a walking example of a wonderful future on a myri-
ad of levels. 

Also an advertisement of how Shriners is so helpful and needed. 

Oh, her supervisor, the head nurse, just happened to be the nurse/midwife that delivered Lara 38 
years ago at Women's Hospital and Contacted Dr. William Khopf to start her journey in recon-
structive surgery and the amazing Shriners organization, staff and members, talk about kismet. 

Anyway, Lara is a home grown Las Vegas Shriners Success Story of such great and admirable his-
tory/background. 

Would be a shame to not let only the local area of Las Vegas know about her and her awesome 
journey but the nation during the time of the golf open to display Shriners great works! Shriners 
made it possible! And what a wonderful donation-investment. She is 
giving back to the community that took such good care of her needs! 

 

Thank you, 

Leslie Chikato-Moreno  

Mother of Lara, cleft lip/pallet Shriners patient. 

I am so proud of my daughter.❤️  
 

Lara with her supervisor and also the nurse midwife that happen to be my attendant with the birth, and 
name is on her birth certificate. How awesome to end up working with her. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE  
STATED MEETING  

November 21, 2023 
& 

December 19, 2023  

Dinner 6:00 pm  
*Must RSVP for Dinner* 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 
 

702-382-5554 
 

office@zelzahshrine.org 

These  We Do Not Forget 

Black Camel 
In Memoriam 

Save the Date… 

November 
November 5, 2023 Honored Ladies Luncheon 
November 10, 2023 VA BBQ 
November 12-14, 2023 Nevada Grand Lodge  
   (Las Vegas) 
November 21, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

 
December 

December 2, 2023 Boulder City Holiday Parade 
December 3, 2023 Children's Holiday Luncheon 
December 16, 2023 Secret Santa MMT 
December 19, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  
 
 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to 

change or cancellation * 
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November 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
Honor Ladies  
Luncheon  

6 7 8 9 10 
VA BBQ 

11 
Veterans Day 
Parade 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Dinner & A Movie 

19 

LOH 

20 21 

Stated Meeting 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

NV Grand Lodge  

Office Closed  

Office Closed  

December 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
Boulder City  
Parade 

3 
Children Holiday 
Party 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Secret Santa 

17 

LOH 

18 19 

Stated Meeting 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Office Closed  
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Zelzah Shriners  

Honor/ Memorial Brick  
For a donation of $100.00, a brick will be placed on our  

Honor Wall within our Shine building.  

Please print all information 

 Name to be placed on brick:            

                
     One or two lines - 15 characters per line      
   

 Purchased by:         Phone:     

 Credit Card #:        Exp. Date     

 Please make checks payable to:   Zelzah Shriners  

      2313 S. Eastern Ave  

      Las Vegas NV 89104 

  Proceeds of this benefit of Zelzah Shriners. Payments are not deductible as a charitable contribution.  
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Hillbillies                                                   Fred Boyd Assistant Rabban                                      Eric Halberg 

Thanksgiving Greetings Nobles, Ladies and Friends, 

Lady Michelle and I want to wish you the warmest grati-
tude for your continued support of our Fraternity and the 
Kids we help.  May you have safe travels and fun and fel-
lowship with Friends and Family.  We have so much to be 
thankful for, let's take a moment to breathe that in and 
share. 

On November the 5th, the Divan and Ladies Divan will be 
hosting our Annual Honored Ladies Luncheon at the 
Shrine Center.  This event helps us to honor these Ladies 
of passed Nobles who gave up time on their own and al-
lowed their husbands to have fun with us while helping the 
Shrine Kids.  They are truly part of our Shrine Family of 
whom we cherish. 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

Eric M. Halberg 

Asst. Rabban 

Hey Cuzzins and Non-Cuzzins another month gone and soon an-
other year:  
What a great time at the Oct 1st gathering.  Think we broke a rec-
ord in electing our 2024 officers. A carry-over from 2023 with no 
new names for nomination.  A quick acclamation vote and we were 
done. 
 
At high noon prior to our 1pm meeting we had a Hillbilly Guy De-
gree. Nobel Fred Wilson from Kerek Shrine now residing in 
Pahrump, added "Cuz" to his name after climbing the hills of the 
Grand and Glorious Order of the Hillbilly Degree. He joined Clan 
47 proudly as he Honored the Cob and Respected the Crescent. I 
thank those Cuzzins who assisted in the Degree Team: "Cuz" Russ 
Gray, Brendan Vargas, Herb Hyman, the Dude Vince Gray and 
Ron Krever. I also thank all who came, the gals, and especially 
those who brought vittles and raffle gifts. 
 
With the holidays approaching be sure to check your emails. Work-
ing on a joint pay-as-you-go vittle adventure with the Aviation 
Club. Since their a small group with most members hillbillies, a 
nice holiday spirit gesture is to invite them along..venue and date 
TBD. 
 
Our next formal Hillbilly gathering is scheduled for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 3rd, 1 pm, SO MARK YOUR CALANDER. We'll not only 
show-off our 2024 officers but DEDICATE THIS GATHERING 
TO OUR MOMMA'S in appreciation for all they do. It will be a 
pot luck, with raffles, 50-50, a degree if we have candidates and 
who knows maybe some live entertainment. We'll make it a special 
day.  So load the buggy, pack the mule and come on down.  Let's 
"HONOR THE COB " for the children this fraternity supports. 
 
2024 officers: 
Fred Boyd, Raban of the Clan  
702 338 6883  fred1019@aol.com  
Mike Cappa, Keeper of the Cob  
Mal Singer, Guardian of the Still 
Russ Gray, Keeper of the Quill  
Ron Krever, Treasurer 
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Oriental Guide Must Be Selected Wisely 

Election of Zelzah Officers

December 19, 2023 
  

When the members of Zelzah Shriners elect a Noble to the Office of Oriental Guide, they are virtually starting 
that Noble through the Divan Line on the assumption that he will prove qualified for and worthy of advancement to 
the high office of Illustrious Potentate.  

Hence it is quite evident that nomination for Oriental Guide should be based upon a thorough and accurate 
evaluation of character, ability, motivation, interest, and experience. A Noble can be a great fellow, hard worker; and 
loyal Shriner and yet lack the basic qualification which makes for a good Potentate. Unless a Noble is fully qualified 
for the job, he is unfair both to himself and to Zelzah Shriners in seeking the Office or permitting his fellow Nobles to 
support and promote his candidacy.  

Each Shrine Temple needs and requires capable, high-type leadership. The normal starting point of that leader-
ship is the office of Oriental Guide. The following checklist may prove helpful in evaluating potential candidates for 
the Office of Oriental Guide. However, no thinking man would be so naïve or presumptuous as to believe that any one 
Noble could possibly embody all of the virtues, talents, and qualifications which are outlined in this checklist. Never-
theless, the list has practical value for self-evaluation by the Noble whose ultimate aspiration is the Office of Illustri-
ous Potentate, and for evaluation of potential candidates by the voting members. 

  

Leadership  

Executive ability  

Community standing and influence  

Financial security  

Business Sense 

Energy and Vitality 

Capable of building good public relations  

Good habits and moral character 

Well-Poised  

Good Health  

Diplomacy 

Stage Presence 

Competent Organizer and Promoter 

Possess Social Graces 
  

Many temples have placed a definite limitation upon their progress as a result of hasty judgment in connection 
with nominations for the office of Oriental Guide. Every Noble is not fit to meet the rigorous demands placed upon 
Potentates. So, let’s be fair, honest, and wise in the all-important matter of electing to office only men who are emi-
nently qualified for the job. We all know that with honor comes responsibility. While there is high honor associated 
with being a Divan Officer, the ensuing responsibilities entail a lot of time and energy consuming work. Eternal vigi-
lance must be wisely and thoughtfully exercised by the voting membership in order to perpetuate a high caliber of 
leadership.  
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November 
Andrew S Reeves 

Anthony A York 

Arthur Neel 

Aurelio A Dacalos Jr. 

Charles E Lemley 

Craig S Ruby 

Curtis L Mattke 

Dan M Cole 

Daniel T Nordyke 

Douglas G Sapp 

Edward F Clark III 

Epifanio Pena 

Fred A Horne 

George P Wehrly 

Jacob A Lewis 

James H Beggs 

Joseph D Freeman P.P. 

Joshua U AlDabbagh 

Kenneth L Oneill 

Larry W DeCoursey 

Lloyd H Peugh 

Richard J Olliges 

Richard M Hoaglin 

Robert L Norton P.P. 

Roger A Hundley 

Russell A Gray 

Ryan R Wright 

Sean R McCaffery 

Steve J Keeter 

Timothy N Foster 

Todd A Brown 

W Ben Maze 

Warren J Pawliuk 

William A Meacham 

William D Coombs 

William L Grant 

Woodrow P Porter 

VEGAS TRAVELING FEZ WORDS OF THE DAY 

BY NOBLE ROBERT ADAMS 

 
Journey of the traveling fez,  
What does it mean, what does it see? 
What does it imply but almost similar to a Mason’s apron. 
A symbol, a sign, a reminder of what Shrinedome means. 
What do others achieve and how can we too achieve?  
 
Shriners’ Fez.    
A beacon of fun, philanthropy, and our shrine kids. 
Kids with burns, accidents, disabilities, and other health concerns. 
 
But the fez doesn't know how to upset the future… No one man has all the an-
swers, but maybe a collection of Nobles can find such answers. 
 
The traveling fez is welcomed all over the world.   I mean we are an 
"international" organization, aren't we??? 
 
Is the fez perfect? No, nothing truly is perfect. 
We must learn, evolve, change.  
Better ourselves daily.   
That's what the Fez remembers.  
 
Obligations, the Shriners’ Creed, his actions, and promises upon the good books 
but every member took a promise and lives by such words daily. 
 
The fez travels, watches, and learns.    
 
Anger isn't the answer, neither is misery.   Neither are hateful or discouraging 
comments about good things like growth, possible change, locations, communi-
ty and more importantly saying thank you to every Noble for serving and being 
available when needed. 
 
Leaders lead, make way for new Nobles, move on, and pass the torch.  The torch 
is like a beacon of hope that we who wear a fez act to improve daily.  Hope and 
growth and show those who look up to us as those they can.  That's the traveling 
fez. 
 
Welcomed all over the world and learning daily that 100 years later change is 
good. 
 
So, remember our creed, hospitality without rudeness. 
 
And remember the fez sees more than we feel, act, or part. 
 
So, let's remember next time we meet that the fez has goals and hopes. And 
without our controlled emotions and ability to pass on knowledge and guidance, 
the fez is only as successful as the Nobles that wear it. 
 
It's been tough.  Almost willing to give up.   But together the Zelzah fez will 
become better every year with hope, faith, growth, and simple reminders:  "We 
must do what is right, simply because it is right…." 
 
God bless Vegas Shriners 
God bless Shrinedom. 
And our disabled kids we make whole and worthy daily…  
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ZELZAH SHRINE BUSINESS CONNECTION 
 

Johnnie Walker R.V.’S    Blue Diamond Realty     Life Insurance 
3700 Boulder Highway    Eric Halberg 702-789-4822    Richard Pond 
Las Vegas, NV 89121    Michelle Halberg 612-859-9769    702-867-8150 
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“Helping Shriners, Helping Children” 

Zelzah Shrine Temple 
2313 S. Eastern Ave 
Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Up and Coming Events  
     Events with * are at the Shrine Center  

  

    

November 
   November 5, 2023 Honored Ladies Luncheon 
   November 10, 2023 VA BBQ 
   November 12-14, 2023 Nevada Grand Lodge  (Las Vegas) 
   November 21, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  
 

December 
   December 2, 2023 Boulder City Holiday Parade 
   December 3, 2023 Children's Holiday Luncheon 
   December 16, 2023 Secret Santa 
   December 19, 2023 Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

 
 

 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or cancellation * 

 

 


