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Elected Divan 
Potentate                 Eric Halberg 

Chief Rabban                  Jacob Lewis  

Assistant Rabban           Brendan Vargas 

High Priest & Prophet                 Mike Cappa 

Oriental Guide                Mitchell Hostmeyer 

Treasurer                    Christopher West 

Recorder              Alan Wise, PP  

Appointed Divan 
1st Ceremonial Master       Raymond Roberts 

2nd Ceremonial Master                          Todd Brown 

Director General              Lynem Fowler 

Marshal                Phil Pupanek 

Captain of the Guard            John Gallagher 

Chaplain               Tarek Schoner 

Outer Guard            Eric Montgomery 

Outer Guard                  Troy Schneiderman  

Outer Guard                      Reggie Winbush  

Outer Guard      Dennis Rusk         

Shrine Clubs 
Boulder City                  Jim Giannosa 

Henderson                    Brian Green 

Road Runners          Casey Case 

Weepah          Greg Curtin 

Shrine Unit 
B.C. Mini Cars          Dan Erickson, PP 

Flivvers              Chuck Coleman 

Legion of Honor               Tarek Schoner 

Motor Patrol                                                       Brian Green          

Social Clubs  
Aviation                         George Odell          

Chairman                       Tom Nickens, PP 

Hillbilly Clan #47                     Fred Boyd 

Zelzah News is the Official Publication of Zelzah Shriners  

 

Zelzah News will be Published  

every month in 2025 

The deadline for articles are as follows: 

Dec 30th for January issue 

Jan15th for February issue 

Feb 15th  for March issue 

March 15th  for April issue   

April 15th  for May issue   

May 15th  for June issue  

No Issue in July  

July 15th  for August issue 

Aug 15th  for September issue 

September 15th  for October issue 

Oct 15th  for November issue 

November 15th  for December issue 

Email articles to: office@zelzahshrine.org  

Editor: Elizabeth Rodriguez 

* Note: All articles may be edited for content and space. 

Proceeds from any event in this publication is for the benefit 

of  Zelzah Shriners unless otherwise stated. Payments are not  

deductible as charitable contribution.  

Emeritus  
Craig Ruby                                                    Treasurer Emer 

Billie McMahan, P.P.                                       Trustee Emer 

Don Daum                                                      Recorder Emer  
Jack Richardson                                               Marshal Emer 
Daniel “Pix” Pixley                                          Drivers Emer  

Zelzah Shrine 
2313 S. Eastern Ave  

Las Vegas , NV 89104 

Office: 702-382-5554 

Email:  Office@zelzahshrine.org  

Website: zelzahshrine.org  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

*Closed Weekends and Holidays 
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From the  

Potentate  

Ill. Sirs, Nobles, Ladies/Partners, Masonic Family and Friends, 

 

Lady Michelle and I want to wish you a very Fun and Healthy May, give your Loved Ones an Extra Squeeze.  April had some memorable 
Events, we did a .05K Camel Crawl Race (164 feet) followed by a pub crawl in Boulder City, we've included some photos.  On April 5th, we 
did a full Shrine ceremonial for 6 Nobles followed by a very moving Arch degree, a special thanks to Boulder City Shrine Club, director of the 
work Chief Rabban Jake Lewis and the entire Degree team.  It was an awesome and wonderful weekend.   

We enjoyed Celebrating the Installation of Daughters of the Nile, Queen Peggy Kearns, and LOSNA, High Priestess Ruth Kilmer. 

By the publishing of this article we will have visited our Medical facility in Pasadena for Divan Day, it's always great to see our hard work and 
dedication to the Philanthropic part of our Fraternity for the Children.  

 

As we continue to celebrate Zelzah's 50th Anniversary, we have a few events we believe you will want to attend and bring guests to enjoy. 

5/4 May the Fourth be with You, Chili Contest - flyer included in this newsletter. 

5/10 Helldorado Parade-Downtown 

5/20-25 Double Z's New Orleans Trip - flyer included in this newsletter 

6/1 Aviators Sunday Day Game - flyer included in this newsletter. 

6/27-7/3 Imperial Shrine Session-Atlanta, GA 

7/4 4th of July Parade-Boulder City 

8/22 Legally Blonde, Super Summer Theatre 

9/6 Fish Fry Fundraiser -flyer included in this newsletter. 

9/13 First Lady's Studio 54 Murder Mystery Dinner  -flyer included in this newsletter. 

9/27 Harvest Fest Parade/Weepah Shrine Club POV 

10/4 Oktoberfest Celebration hosted by Scottish Rite @ MMT 

10/12 All Masonic Bodies Family Picnic - Back Parking Lot MMT - flyer included in this newsletter. 

 

As you can see we have a lot of fun and Family Friendly Events coming up, please bring Friends and Family to join us in Fun and Fellowship. 

Nobles, if you have the ability to join me and speak about the Shrine to our Brethren, this month I'm Visiting Sandy Valley Lodge on 5/3 and 
King Solomon Lodge on 5/9. As The Great One, Wayne Gretzky once said "You don't skate to where the puck is, you skate to where the puck 
is going to be". 

 

Yours in Faith, 
 
Eric M. Halberg 

Zelzah Potentate 2025  
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May 

Richard Land     1975-76* 

Milton Keefer     1977* 

Joseph T. Klenke    1978* 

Joseph R. Parruli    1979* 

LeRoy A. Wolever, MD    1980* 

Jackson Houston, PGM    1981* 

George Boman     1982* 

Phillip M. Van DeVenter   1983* 

Ross Cooke     1984* 

Walter A. Reichenbach    1985* 

Norman S. Priddy    1986* 

Merritt S. “Budd” Jones    1987* 

Billie G. McMahan    1988* 

Harry A. Downer    1989* 

William Wattenbarger    1990* 

Sven E. Levin     1991* 

Tom Gailey     1992* 

Robert E. Cook     1993* 

Lew Kirgis     1994* 

J. Linden Smith     1995 

John C. Holler     1996* 

James “Jim” Denney    1997* 

William G. “Bill” Becker   1998 

Earl “Joe” Darnold    1999* 

Harvey A. Williams    2000,02* 

William “Bill” Holland    2001 

John Pennington    2003  

Michael L. Rodgers    2004,11 

Stephen B. Stone    2005* 

William A. Burger    2006* 

Swannie Swenson    2007 

M.G. “Mike” Barry    2008 

Thomas D. “Tom” Welsh   2009 

Robert L. “Bob” Norton    2010 

Roy A. Sargent     2011* 

Al Oppegard     2012 

Paul Granstrom     2013* 

Jerry Eitel     2014 

Daniel C. Kelly     2015 

Daniel Erickson     2016 

Michael Holmstrom    2017 

Joseph “Joe” Freeman    2018   

John Wehrly     2019 

Bruce Nelson     2020 

Dwain Rittenhouse    2021 

Alan L. Wise     2022  

David E. Bechtel                                                   2023 
Michael J. Clark     2024 

     * In Memory  

 Past Potentates Associated with Zelzah 

Edward Jakubowsky                            Al Azhar Shrine 

Frank Fiedler                                            Aloha Shrine 

Joel Meza                                             El Kalah Shrine 

Robert Shupe                                        El Kalah Shrine  

Wayne McCrossen                             Damascus Shrine 

William Broyles                                   El Kalah Shrine  

Tom Nickens               Ben Ali Shrine 

Gerry Massey                       El Zaribah Shrine                                          

PAST POTENTATES 

Alan L Wise P.P. 

Andrew D Craig 

Carl A Vetter 

David C Schick 

David J Darrow 

David J Lewis 

Dennis L Dorn 

Edwin B Maquinto 

Gerry Massey, Jr P.P. 

Harold D Rubin Smith 

James E Kimsey 

Jan F Wisecup 

Jerome F Willinsky 

Joey L Hofilena 

John D Wehrly P.P. 

Joseph R Miller 

Jude E Montesclaros 

Michael L Rodgers P.P. 

Pete G Kypreos 

R. Lee Mackey Jr. 

Reginald O Winbush 

Richard W Blakey 

Robert C Tinnel 

Robert J Kendall Jr. 

Steven D Starkey 

Thomas C Duffy 

William E Weichelt 

William H Broyles P.P. 

William L Walters 

William M Holland P.P. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE  

STATED MEETING  

*May 27, 2025 

& 

June 20, 2025 

Dinner 6:00 pm 

Dinner $15 per person 

*Must RSVP for Dinner* 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 
 

702-382-5554 
 

office@zelzahshrine.org 
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These  We Do Not Forget 

Black Camel 

In Memoriam

“Good Dan, Bad Dan”  

Double-sided Coin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For sale at the shrine office 

Coin $20 cash or $21 credit 

Why It’s Never Too Late to Start Your Estate Plan 

If you’re thinking estate planning is something you should’ve 

tackled years ago, think again—there’s no expiration date on 

securing your future. For older adults, starting an estate plan 

today can bring peace of mind, protect your loved ones, and en-

sure your wishes are honored, no matter how late it feels. As 

long as you are of sound mind, you can make changes to your 

existing estate plan or even create a whole new one. 

Many seniors hesitate, assuming estate planning is too costly or 

complicated, or that their assets aren’t “big enough” to warrant 

it. But an estate plan isn’t just for the wealthy—it’s for anyone 

who wants a say in what happens next. At its core, it can be as 

straightforward as drafting a will to decide who inherits your 

cherished belongings. Or it might simply mean naming benefi-

ciaries for your bank accounts, life insurance and retirement 

funds, a step that takes minutes but saves your family months of 

legal headaches.  

Even if you’re in your 70s, 80s, or beyond, life changes—like a 

new grandchild, a move to assisted living, or a shift in health—

make now the perfect time to act. You don’t need to do it all at 

once, either. Start small: write down your wishes, consult an 

attorney (like us at SNV Firm!), and build from there. The beau-

ty of estate planning is its flexibility—you can update it as your 

life evolves.  

Don’t let “should’ve” hold you back. Whether it’s protecting 

your spouse, supporting a cause you love, or just avoiding fami-

ly disputes, starting your estate plan today is a gift to yourself 

and those you care about. It’s never too late to leave a legacy on 

your terms. 

Joshua AlDabbagh is a Nevada licensed attorney (and Shriner) 

that has been practicing law for over 14 years. Look forward to 

more informative legal articles in forthcoming Zelzah News 

publications. 
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May 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

Chili Cook-Off  

5 6 7 8 9 10 

Helldorado  

Parade 

11 12 13 14 

Chairman’s  

Club OV 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 

POTENTATE’S 

TRIP  

26 

Office Closed 

27 

Stated  

28 29 30 31 

POTENTATE’S TRIP  

 

June 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 

Stated  

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Imperial Session 
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Save the Date…  

 

May 

May 4  May the 4th be with you/Chili Cookoff  

May 10 Helldorado Parade 

May 20-25 Potes Trip - New Orleans 

May 27 Stated   

June 

Jun.1  Aviator's Game 

Jun. 8  LOH - Hillbilly Bingo & POV 

Jun. 17 Stated 

Jun. 27 -Jul. 3    Imperial Session 

   July 

Jul. 4  4th of July Parade 

August  

Aug. 22 Super Summer Theater -                

         Legally Blonde 

September 

Sep. 06 Fish Fry 

Sep. 09 Unit Head/Clubs/Divan 

Sep. 13 Studio 54 70's Dance Party Murder  

  Mystery Fundraiser 

Sep. 16 Stated 

Sep. 27 Harvest Parade 

Sep. 27 Wine Tasting 

Sep. 27 Weepah POV 

October 

Oct. 04  Oktoberfest 

Oct. 12  All Masonic Bodies Picnic 

Oct. 14  Stated Meeting  

November 

Nov. 14 Atomic Golf Fundraiser 

Nov. 18 Stated Meeting  

December  

Dec. 13 Secret Santa 

Dec. 16 Stated Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or 

cancellation. 

Contributions and Donations   
To the Transportation Fund 

Mike Clark  

Carl Agbayani 

Peter Drew 

In Memory of Bill Coulter 

Judy Elkins 

Marilyn Schouten 

John & Linda Zugenbuehler 

Jane Willenbrock 

In Memory of Wade Schneiderman  

Spring Ceremonial Class of 2025 

In Memory of Billie McMahan, P. P.  

Bob & Joan Norton 

 Joyce & Jerry Boyd 

Janet Knipe 

Mary Lou Goodson 

In Memory of Bill Wattenbarger, P. P. 

Bob & Joan Norton  

Zelzah News Supporters  

 Tom Campbell 2/26    

 Pix & Judy Pixley  9/29  

 Mike Reinhardt 3/28    

 Joe Freeman 12/25     

 Judy Elkins 11/25    

 Rod & Vim Petkovich 8/25               

 Max & Nancy Nakamura 12/25  

 The Michael C. Bradley Trust 10/25    

 Jack & Bonnie Richardson 5/26 

 David & Darcy Bechtel 3/26 

 Bev Wyas 5/25 

 Mary Morris 1/26 

 Bob & Joan Norton 4/26 

 Hazel Dewey 5/27 
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From The Desk of The Recorder                        Alan Wise, P.P.  

April was a very full month and included the following highlights.   
 
On April 2, 2025, the Potentate, Ill Sir Eric Halberg, the Patient Coordinator, Lady Tammy Wise, Noble William 

“Buck” and Lady Chris Hogan, and I went to visit with Noble Marion “Butch” and Lady Susan Madden at the care 

facility where Noble Butch and Lady Susan are living.  We had an enjoyable visit with Noble Butch and Lady Su-

san.  There was an ulterior motive for our visit with Noble Butch.  Through Noble Buck I learned that Noble Butch 

was just three (3) hospital van trips short of five hundred (500) trips.  After discussion with other hospital van driv-

ers, three of our drivers decided to dedicate their next trip to Pasadena to Noble Butch Madden so that we could get 

him to 500 trips.  After this was accomplished, we had a plaque made for a small Walking Tall Statue.  On April 2, 

2025, surrounded by his friends and others, Ill Sir Eric Halberg, spoke about Noble Butch’s accomplishment and 

how many children’s lives he had affected by performing these volunteer runs to help children receive the care they 

needed.  Noble Butch was very humble and appreciative of his fellow Shriners who accompanied him on those 

trips, especially his co-drive of so many of those trips, Noble Buck Hogan.  Noble Butch said he will treasurer the 

statue he was presented and will remember all the good times he has had as a Noble of Zelzah Shriners.   

 
On April 5, 2025, Zelzah Shriners held its Spring Ceremonial at the Boulder City Masonic Lodge and Boulder City 

Shrine Club meeting room within that facility.  Those attending the ceremonial were treated to a full-dress ceremo-

nial put on by members of Zelzah Shriners under the direction of Chief Rabban, Noble Jacob “Jake” Lewis.  This 

ceremonial included an Arch Degree in which the daughter and wife of Noble David Gray took part.  We thank La-

dy Alyssa for taking part in this program and we hope that all who attended have a better understanding of not only 

the Shrine and its philanthropy, but Masonry in general.  The degree team is looking forward to during a fall cere-

monial later this year.   

 

On April 21. 2025, during a Special Meeting of Zelzah Shriners the proposed move to 632 E. Charleston Boulevard 

was discussed with both parties (those in favor and those not in favor of the move) being able to present their 

thoughts and arguments, either supporting or opposing this move.  After the discussion was completed, a paper bal-

lot was taken of those members present and eligible to vote.  The vote was overwhelmingly in favor of moving the 

Zelzah Shriners meetings, functions, and events to the proposed location. We are planning to have our first meeting 

at the new location in September.  I will be working with the Vegas 32 Lodge Trustees and the Lodge Secretary to 

make appropriate arrangements for our future meetings, events, and functions at that location.  With this move will 

come some new ways to get our business done.  The most important one at this time is that all requests for utiliza-

tion of space at Vegas 32 must come through the Recorder’s office.  So, if you need to schedule a meeting, function, 

or event at Vegas 32 please come to the business office to discuss it before you decide on a specific day and time 

for your meeting, function, or event.  The Business Office will remain at the 2313 S. Eastern Avenue address, and 

our business hours will remain the same.   

 

On April 24, 2025, the Shriners Children’s Southern California (SCSC) Medical Center celebrated DIVAN Days.  

This event was well attended by Shrine Temples under the umbrella of SCSC.  Those attending DIVAN Days were 

provided with briefings and discussions about the facility, its plans to expand its services, and to attain the goals set 

for it under Vision 2035.  Those attending from Zelzah Shriners were the Potentate, Ill Sir Eric Halberg and First 

Lady Michelle, High Priest and Prophet, Noble Charles “Mike” Cappa and Lady Inge, Recorder and Treasurer, 

Board of Governors Executive Committee, Ill Sir Alan Wise and Lady Tammy, Director General, Noble Lynem 

Fowler, and Honored Lady Stacie Schwartz, Chief of Staff and Board of Governors Member, Ill Sir Dan Kelly, and 

Business (Building) Committee Chair and Board of Governors Member, Ill Sir Dwain Rittenhouse.  During presen-

tations at this event, Ill Sir Dan Kelly presented a framed Sebastian Bach tour poster signed by the singer to SCSC 

for its music room.  The poster was given to First Lady Donna Kelly by the singer and includes a statement by the 

singer, “Rock on Shrine Kids.”   

 
 
Alan L. Wise, P. P. 
Recorder 
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Chairman’s Club      Tom Nickens  

“Potentate’s Challenge Coins”  
Double-sided Coin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For sale at the shrine office 
Coin $20 cash or $21 credit 

Chairman’s Cigar Club Dinner at Al Capone’s   

Famous Bar and Grill 

The Chairman’s Cigar Club dinner at Al Capone’s famous bar and grill, 

the Chicago Brewery, in April was truly imaginative and inspirational.  

Dennis, along with his son, and Tom, the “Don”, accompanied by his 

son, Austin, graced the dinner with their presence. 

Bechtel led the evening with a memorable toast, while Rick entertained 

everyone with his sharp wit.  In true “Family” tradition, cash was dis-

creetly transferred in envelopes to our Ragioniere, Josh.  Josh took 

charge of selling drawing tickets and managed to raise approximately 

$200.  Two lucky members won wine and Escorcia cigars, adding more 

delight to the evening.  Additionally, seven members paid their dues, 

contributing another $140 to our club’s funds.   

Ice Pick delivered an exceptional toast that resonated with everyone pre-

sent.  Nearly twenty people attended the gathering, eagerly lighting their 

stogies, enjoying delicious food, tipping a few drinks, and engaging in 

fantastic conversations.  Our Ragioniere also shared some intriguing 

“RAT PACK” trivia with the “Family”. 

As we look back on this memorable event, we eagerly anticipate the next 

Chairman’s Cigar Club gathering.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, 

May 14th at 6 pm, when we will meet for our Potentate’s visit at the 

Don’s (Tom) home.  We will roast and toast our Potentate Eric and First 

Lady Michelle.  Come one, come all, to what promises to be the most 

memorable event of 2025. 

Don’t miss our next get-together and be part of the tradition.   
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Hillbillies                                                     Fred Boyd 
Howdy Cuzzins and Non-Cuzzins, 

Happy to report in this issue of the Zelzah News, a record 9 No-
bles of Zelzah Shrine will be called "Cuz". A degree held on 
April 5th, after the Shrine Ceremonial in Boulder City, NV, 
these Non-Cuzzins of Zelzah Shrine, proudly “Honored the Cob” 
and displayed their talents by climbing the hills of the Grand and 
Glorious Order of the Hillbilly Degree. Their taste of the sweet 
possum sauce and elixir of life gave them the right to affix the 
title "Cuz" and walk the hills. We congratulate the following           
Nobles on becoming new Cuzzins: Jeffrey Hill, Christopher   
Anderson, Reyneth Cruz, David Gray, Robert Alcorn, Alejandro 
“Riki” Hoffman, Jon Nicastro, Zach Dial and Mark Fleysher. I 
congratulate them on becoming  hillbillies of Clan 47's and life 
members of the Imperial Clan who's Degree Fees support  Zel-
zah's Hospital Transportation Fund. 

 

Also, a big thanks to Boulder City Shrine Club President "Cuz" 
Jim Giannosa for sitting as Raban of the Clan, and two 
Past Potentates, "Good and Bad Dan” as Guardian of the Still. I 
thank all for making this Degree and this nine candidate’s day,  
"Honor the Cob" success.  

 

The next big Hillbilly event is the June 8th LOH and Hillbilly 
Bingo Party, $10.00 gets you 3 cards. Additional cards $5.00 for 
2 cards. However, if you buy tickets in advance by June 1st 
you'll get 3 for $5.00. So get tickets ($10.00) early and take ad-
vantage of the 3 for $5.00. Always a fun time with cash prizes, 
raffles and potluck (finger food). All are invited so bring friends, 
family and neighbors. So mark your calendar for June 8th. First 
bingo ball will be called at 2pm. SEE FLYER.  

 

Working on the next Hillbilly Degree with Guy and Gals. No 
date set as of this writing. Will advise. 

 

Remember the International Hillbilly Convention in Buena Park, 
CA Aug 7-10, 2025. Registration Forms are in the Shrine meet-
ing room and on the website: InternationalShrineHillbillies.com 
Call Cuz Fred for more details 702 338-6883. 
 

For you non-cuzzins, become a Hillbilly and be part of a group 
where the mommas get involved. And remember by our small 
contribution that one child who may not walk today, he or she 
may walk tomorrow. "HONOR THE COB" 
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Zelzah News Supporter 

FOR JUST $ 25.00 A YEAR  

YOUR NAME WILL APPEAR  

IN EACH ISSUE AND BENEFIT  

 

OUR NEWS PUBLICATION 

Yes, I will be a Publication Supporter:  

Enclose is my check for $___________ 

 

I would like my name to read as:  
 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Proceeds from Publication Supporter will only be 

used to better the Zelzah News. 
 

 

Mail your check to: 

Zelzah Shrine  

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 
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ZELZAH SHRINE BUSINESS CONNECTION 
 

Blue Diamond Realty   Red Rock NDT Services    Timbers Bar & Grill  

Eric Halberg 702-789-4822   Technical Expertise & Evaluation Practice   7 Locations across the Valley 

Michelle Halberg 612-859-9769  702-596-9157 
 

Clinton Nevada LLC   Joshua AlDabbagh, Esq.  

19 W. Brooks Ave    2831 St. Rose Pkwy #292   

N. Las Vegas, NV 89030   Henderson, NV 89052                 

      702-589-4771 
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Zelzah Shrine Temple     

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Up and Coming Events  
     Events with * are at the Shrine Center  

     

 

May  
   May 4  May the 4th be with you/Chili Cookoff * 

   May 10  Helldorado Parade 

   May 20-25 Potes Trip - New Orleans 

   May 27  Stated*  

 

 

June 
   June 1  Aviator's Game 

   June 8  LOH - Hillbilly Bingo & POV* 

   June 17 Stated* 

   June 27 -July 3    Imperial Session 

 

 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or cancellation* 


