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Elected Divan 
Potentate                 Eric Halberg 

Chief Rabban                  Jacob Lewis  

Assistant Rabban           Brendan Vargas 

High Priest & Prophet                 Mike Cappa 

Oriental Guide                Mitchell Hostmeyer 

Treasurer                    Christopher West 

Recorder              Alan Wise, PP  

Appointed Divan 
1st Ceremonial Master       Raymond Roberts 

2nd Ceremonial Master                          Todd Brown 

Director General              Lynem Fowler 

Marshal                Phil Pupanek 

Captain of the Guard            John Gallagher 

Chaplain               Tarek Schoner 

Outer Guard            Eric Montgomery 

Outer Guard                  Troy Schneiderman  

Outer Guard                      Reggie Winbush  

Outer Guard      Dennis Rusk         

Shrine Clubs 
Boulder City                  Jim Giannosa 

Henderson                    Brian Green 

Road Runners          Casey Case 

Weepah          Greg Curtin 

Shrine Unit 
B.C. Mini Cars          Dan Erickson, PP 

Flivvers              Chuck Coleman 

Legion of Honor               Tarek Schoner 

Motor Patrol                                                       Brian Green          

Social Clubs  
Aviation                         George Odell          

Chairman                       Tom Nickens, PP 

Hillbilly Clan #47                     Fred Boyd 

Zelzah News is the Official Publication of Zelzah Shriners  

 

Zelzah News will be Published  

every month in 2025 

The deadline for articles are as follows: 

Dec 30th for January issue 

Jan15th for February issue 

Feb 15th  for March issue 

March 15th  for April issue   

April 15th  for May issue   

May 15th  for June issue  

No Issue in July  

July 15th  for August issue 

Aug 15th  for September issue 

September 15th  for October issue 

Oct 15th  for November issue 

November 15th  for December issue 

Email articles to: office@zelzahshrine.org  

Editor: Elizabeth Rodriguez 

* Note: All articles may be edited for content and space. 

Proceeds from any event in this publication is for the benefit 

of  Zelzah Shriners unless otherwise stated. Payments are not  

deductible as charitable contribution.  

Emeritus  
Craig Ruby                                                    Treasurer Emer 

Billie McMahan, P.P.                                       Trustee Emer 

Don Daum                                                      Recorder Emer  
Jack Richardson                                               Marshal Emer 
Daniel “Pix” Pixley                                          Drivers Emer  

Zelzah Shrine 
2313 S. Eastern Ave  

Las Vegas , NV 89104 

Office: 702-382-5554 

Email:  Office@zelzahshrine.org  

Website: zelzahshrine.org  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Friday Closed  

*Closed Weekends and Holidays 
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From the  

Potentate  

Happy New Year Nobles, Ladies, Partners and Friends, 

Lady Michelle and I hope you will join us in celebrating and honoring our 50 years and our Charter Members.  We stand on the 

shoulders of what they have built, those who have served and the time they have given.  This is not my year, it is OURS!  I be-
lieve it's our duty to honor them by continuing to look to the future and build on what they've done and position ourselves for fu-
ture generations. Therefore, our motto for this ensuing year is "Semper Anticus" which means "Always Forward", 50 Years of 
Helping Children While Having Fun. 

I have some personal fraternal goals for this year that I hope you will join me in accomplishing and I believe these efforts are crit-
ical for our success and quite honestly our survival and growth. You will hear me mention "Family" a lot this year and when I'm 
saying that word I use it not only to describe our blood relatives but to encompass our Masonic Family.  We are planning a num-
ber of events this year that will cater to the inclusion of families.  We talk about Membership and that we are ALL on that 
"committee" so I believe we need to structure a formatted purposeful/measurable formula to accomplish inclusion of Family and 
therefore, increasing our membership offering our consumer (Members) a product that they want to buy (participate).  We see 
new Nobles walk the sands to join and then rarely see them again, that needs to change or we are at the risk of becoming irrele-
vant.  We will use the PPEE method for events, for those not familiar with that acronym it stands for Plan, Promote, Execute, and 
Evaluate, this ensures we've put our best foot forward on the events and give future year’s leaders a template for success as our 
membership demographics evolve, we are able to monitor and adjust when necessary.  

Of course we will have some Fundraisers this year but the focus will be on FUNraisers, the economics will work if we can in-
crease Membership. 

Plan:  We have a number of events scheduled for this year, we need your support, participation and ideas for their success and 
future events. 

Promote:  I've asked for the Secretary's contact info for all the appendant bodies here in Southern Nevada so that we communi-
cate and include our Masonic Families in our fun. We will budget to add Social Media targeted advertising to widen our reach. 

Execute: We will assign/organize specific duties for our volunteers so that we can ensure we are performing to a level that will 
inspire those that attend to return. 

Evaluate: We must memorialize what worked, what didn't work, and how we can adjust for future events successes. 

We want to ensure our Visitors always feel welcomed and any behavior that makes them feel any other way, we need to nip in the 
bud immediately, this is basic and critical to our success.  We will increase and implement engagement/communication with our 
Family, Friends, and Neighbors as nearly all our planned events are inclusive to all. 

One of the largest events and I know a lofty goal is an All Masonic Family Picnic/BBQ which is scheduled for Sunday, October 
12th in the MMT parking lot. This event includes all Southern Nevada bodies:  Blue Lodges, Prince Hall bodies, York & Scottish 
Rites, Grotto, LOSNA, DON, OES, Amaranth, Beauceant, Rainbow Girls, Demolay, Job's Daughter, etc.  This will include food, 
games, events for kids and big kids alike.  

I asked a 106 year old Woman that is part of our Masonic Family what wisdom she had gleaned in so many years of life, she said 
something so simple but yet so powerful that it literally made me stop in my tracks.  She said, "Eric, we are stronger when we 
lean on each other".  This is the path to Harmony/Success and summarizes everything so well I believe.  

Fraternally yours, 

Semper Anticus 

Eric M. Halberg 
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January   

Richard Land     1975-76* 

Milton Keefer     1977* 

Joseph T. Klenke    1978* 

Joseph R. Parruli    1979* 

LeRoy A. Wolever, MD    1980* 

Jackson Houston, PGM    1981* 

George Boman     1982* 

Phillip M. Van DeVenter   1983* 

Ross Cooke     1984* 

Walter A. Reichenbach    1985* 

Norman S. Priddy    1986* 

Merritt S. “Budd” Jones    1987* 

Billie G. McMahan    1988 

Harry A. Downer    1989* 

William Wattenbarger    1990 

Sven E. Levin     1991* 

Tom Gailey     1992* 

Robert E. Cook     1993* 

Lew Kirgis     1994* 

J. Linden Smith     1995 

John C. Holler     1996* 

James “Jim” Denney    1997* 

William G. “Bill” Becker   1998 

Earl “Joe” Darnold    1999* 

Harvey A. Williams    2000,02* 

William “Bill” Holland    2001 

John Pennington    2003  

Michael L. Rodgers    2004,11 

Stephen B. Stone    2005* 

William A. Burger    2006* 

Swannie Swenson    2007 

M.G. “Mike” Barry    2008 

Thomas D. “Tom” Welsh   2009 

Robert L. “Bob” Norton    2010 

Roy A. Sargent     2011* 

Al Oppegard     2012 

Paul Granstrom     2013* 

Jerry Eitel     2014 

Daniel C. Kelly     2015 

Daniel Erickson     2016 

Michael Holmstrom    2017 

Joseph “Joe” Freeman    2018   

John Wehrly     2019 

Bruce Nelson     2020 

Dwain Rittenhouse    2021 

Alan L. Wise     2022  

David E. Bechtel                                                   2023 
Michael J. Clark     2024 

     * In Memory  

 Past Potentates Associated with Zelzah 

Edward Jakubowsky                            Al Azhar Shrine 

Frank Fiedler                                            Aloha Shrine 

Joel Meza                                             El Kalah Shrine 

Robert Shupe                                        El Kalah Shrine  

Wayne McCrossen                             Damascus Shrine 

William Broyles                                   El Kalah Shrine  

Tom Nickens               Ben Ali Shrine 

PAST POTENTATES 

Alejandro F Hofmann 

Anthony Catapano 

Bryan K Gentry 

Christian Beaumann 

Clyde O Spitze 

Dale F Spreen 

David A Anaya 

David M Kane 

Douglas G Crosby 

Frank B Fiedler P.P. 

George W Odell 

James E Cowger 

James R Zellers 

Jay M Alfafara 

John A Istle 

John T Benson 

Jon H Madden 

Marcelo Pineda 

Mark T Tavarez 

Milton M Menchey 

Noe Garcia-Lopez 

Paul H Sindorf Sr. 

Paul W Chaffee 

Ricardo Limon Jr. 

Richard J Phegley 

Richard P Hunker 

Robert S Campbell 

Roger Neumayer 

Stephen Marks 

Wayne A Weber 

William A Hogan 

William E Tilghman III 

Wilton G Swenson P.P. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE  

STATED MEETING  

January 21, 2025 

& 

February 18, 2025 

Dinner 6:00 pm 

*Must RSVP for Dinner* 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 
 

702-382-5554 
 

office@zelzahshrine.org 
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“Potentate’s Challenge Coins”  

Double-sided Coin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For sale at the shrine office 
Coin $20 cash or $21 credit 

FROM THE DESK OF THE RECORDER: 

 

As we begin the new year, I want to thank the office staff (Ms. Elizabeth 

Rodriguez and Ms. Tammy Wise) for another outstanding year of support 

for this organization.  This truly is not a one-person operation and with-

out the able assistance of your office staff, the Treasurer and I would not 

be able to accomplish the tasks set forth by Nobility, the Potentate, and 

Shriners International during the year.  I again encourage you to thank 

your staff whenever you have an opportunity to do so when visiting the 

business office.   

 

As we begin this new year, I would like to encourage you to be involved 

with your Shrine.  The Potentate has many family-oriented events sched-

uled for this year.  These are events for you and your family, friends, and 

others to enjoy spending time together, having fun while supporting our 

Shrine and helping us spread the word about the philanthropy of Shriners 

International.   

 
Zelzah Shriners will be doing some projects this year to improve the fa-

cilities and parking space here at our Eastern Village business center.  I 

ask you to work with the Potentate, Board of Directors, and myself as we 

are moving forward with these improvements to our business center.  

Please when the Potentate, the Board of Directors, or I come to you with 

a request for assistance with a project or need around our business center 

help us if you can as we really need assistance and in most cases this re-

quest will require less than a day to accomplish and in most cases just a 

couple of hours if there are several Nobles assisting with the tasking.  

Remember, this business center provides the bulk of monies used to keep 

our doors open so we may enjoy our events and support the philanthropy 

that helps the children that come to us for medical care through the 

Shriners Children’s medical system.   

 

There is still a need for van drivers to transport our Shrine patients to 

their medical appointments and surgeries in Pasadena.  Our normal days 

for transportation are Monday through Thursday.  Occasionally, there is a 

need for transportation on Friday, but these are the exception rather than 

the rule.  We must have two drivers for each trip and one of the drivers 

must be a Zelzah Shriner.  We currently have seven Zelzah Shriners who 

are active drivers, but several of those Nobles can only go on specific 

days throughout the month.  If you can give us a day or more during the 

month that you can drive please contact Mrs. Wise at the office during 

normal business hours and she will get you set up.  We will make sure 

that you are given at least one orientation run and will endeavor to ensure 

that you are paired with a driver who has experience in making these 

runs.   

 

Finally, I want to thank you for the confidence you continue to place in 

me by electing me to serve as your Recorder and further to serve as a 

member of the Shriners Children’s Southern California Board of Gover-

nors for the Medical Center located in Pasadena, California.  I will con-

tinue to perform my duties to the best of my ability and serve Zelzah 

Shriners with honor and dignity.   

   

Fraternally yours, 

 
Alan L. Wise, P.P. 

Recorder 
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Chief Rabban                                      Jacob Lewis 

Nobles, 

I am deeply honored to be your Chief Rabban and truly look 
forward to continuing to serve our Shrine.  I am especially ex-
cited for our year-long celebration of this 50th year of fun and 
fellowship as Zelzah Shriners!  It will certainly be a year to 
remember and I hope you will join your fellow nobles in mak-
ing this a truly special year.  Your divan is committed to the 
success of our Shrine; success as a fraternal organization, suc-
cess as business, success as a social club, success as a philan-
thropic group, success as a commercial building manager, 
etc.  This success, however, will require at least two big things 
on the nobility's part: 1) Participation - Show up and have 
fun!  Start a new club/unit (just takes 3 nobles and 
an idea)!  This also includes communicating with the Divan; 
tell us what works, or doesn't, and if you have a great idea, 
please share it with us at an event or just shoot me an 
email.  Unfortunately, the H.P.P. can't divine great ideas from 
beyond solely from the basis of his title. 2)  Be open to change 
- Zelzah once was a group of thousands of Nobles, sadly we 
number in the hundreds these days (in fact we'd only be able to 
be in the thousands if almost every single Nevada Mason 
joined Zelzah, including the ones from up north).  A lot has 
changed since 1975 for Zelzah and the world.  This does not 
mean we will throw away our traditions or forget our history; 
in fact we're spending a whole year celebrating 50 years of 
it!  But Zelzah must adapt to who we are now and the times we 
find ourselves in, while not losing our core values and soul of 
fun, fellowship and philanthropy.  So, while change may sound 
scary, it is with the hope that together we can make Zelzah suc-
ceed and survive so that in another 50 years we will be cele-
brating our centennial year as Southern Nevada Shriners! 

 

Jake 

December 17, 2024 Stated Meeting  



Zelzah News - January 2025         8 

 



 9 Zelzah News - January 2025 

 



Zelzah News - January 2025         10 

 

Office Closed  

January 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

Installation 

(MMT) 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

U/C/D 

Installation 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Pizza & Movie  

(MMT) 

19 20 21 

Stated 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

February 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Chinese New 

Year  Parade 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 

Super Bowl  

Party 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Stated  

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  

Office Closed 

WSA 
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Save the Date…  

January 2025  

Jan. 5  Installation (MMT) 

Jan. 11 Unit Head/Clubs/Divan - Installation 

Jan. 18 Pizza & a Movie - Back to the Future 

Jan. 21 Stated 

 

February  

Feb. 1  Chinese New Year's Parade 

Feb. 9  Super Bowl Party 

Feb. 18 Stated 

Feb. 27-Mar 1 WSA 

 

March 

Mar. 8  Boulder City Shrine Club POV 

Mar. 15 Henderson St. Patrick's Day Parade 

Mar. 15 Pote's Ball - Orleans Casino 

Mar. 18 Stated 

Mar. 23 Golf Tournament - Los Prados 

 

April  

Apr. 4  Camel Crawl at Boulder City 

Apr. 5  Zelzah Spring Ceremonial B.C. 

Apr. 15  Stated 

 

May 

May 4  May the 4th be with you/Chili Cookoff  

May 10 Helldorado Parade 

May 5-25 Potes Trip - New Orleans 

May 20 Stated   

 

 

Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or 

cancellation. 

Contributions and Donations  
to the  

Transportation Fund 

Mike Clark  

Reggie Winbush 

Hillbilly Clan #47  

Christopher West 

Zelzah News Supporters  

  

 Tom Campbell 2/25    

 Pix & Judy Pixley  9/29  

 Mike Reinhardt 2/25    

 Joe Freeman 12/25     

 Judy Elkins 11/25    

 Rod & Vim Petkovich 8/25  

 Bruce Nelson 1/25               

 Max & Nancy Nakamura 12/25  

 The Michael C. Bradley Trust 10/25    

 Jack & Bonnie Richardson 5/26 

 Bill & Miriam Becker 1/25 

 David & Darcy Bechtel 2/25 

 Bev Wyas 5/25 

 Mary Morris 1/26 

These  We Do Not Forget 

Black Camel 
In Memoriam
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Hillbillies                                                  Fred Boyd 

Hello Cuzzins and Non-Cuzzins 
First article for 2025 and lots to hollar about. 
First I need you'r help. If you see Nobles walking around with 
loose belt buckles you know they went to the Shrine on Nov 
30th for the "Corn Squeezin" Hillbilly Party. So much food that 
some vittles went home in to go containers. Ribs, cole slaw, 
corn-on-the cob, French fries, potato salad, baked beans, and 
ice cream high-lighted the do'ins along with the DJ Jeff Nel-
son's music drawing folk to the dance floor. Cuz Tammy and 
Michelle worked the 50-50 and raffle which generated funds to 
meet our goal to donate another $1000 to the Transportation 
Fund hitting a milestone amount of $30,000 since the 1979 be-
ginning. A presentation was made at the December stated meet-
ing and we give a BIG THANK YOU to those who supported 
the Clan over the years. 

 
We can't go on without giving thanks to our KOQ Cuz Russ for 
door sitting, collecting green back and taking names; and our 
KOC  Cuz Mike Cappa who cooked up some fine ribs and 
those hillbilly trimmings listed above. 

Can't furget the appetizers by our Possum Queen Cheri, and bar 
spirits by our Treas and bartender Cuz Ron.  These Cuzzins 
along with our GOS Cuz Todd and Zelzah's Recorder Cuz Alan 
(PP) were all instrumental in making this Nov 30th, "Corn 
Squeezin" event a big success. 

 
Elected Officers for 2025 were listed in the December issue of 
the Zelzah News. No change from 2024.  
 
February 2nd, 2025, Sun 1pm at the Shrine Center will be our 
first gathering of the year. A Valentine dedication to the Mom-
mas. You don't want to miss this one. Pot luck, and Degree 
with Valentine love. 
SEE Flyer.  
Other projected 2025 dates are: 
Apr.  13th Sun.  
June 08th Sun. LOH Hillbilly Bingo Party  
Aug. 31st Sun. 
Oct. 5th Sun. Elections 
Nov. 23rd Sun. 

and all dates subject to change. 

 

CLAN 47 hopes all had a great holiday season in preparation 

for 2025. Our goal is helping the kids, if not a hillbilly become 

one and see by our small contribution that one child who may 

not walk today...walk tomorrow.  "HONOR THE COB"  

 

Cuz Fred 702 338-6883 
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Children's Holiday Luncheon  



Zelzah News - January 2025         14 

 



 15 Zelzah News - January 2025 

 



Zelzah News - January 2025         16 

 

Zelzah Shriners  

Honor/ Memorial Brick  
For a donation of $100.00, a brick will be placed on our  

Honor Wall within our Shine building.  

Please print all information 

 Name to be placed on brick:            

                
     One or two lines - 15 characters per line      
   

 Purchased by:         Phone:     

 Credit Card #:        Exp. Date     

 Please make checks payable to:   Zelzah Shriners  

      2313 S. Eastern Ave  

      Las Vegas NV 89104 

  Proceeds of this benefit of Zelzah Shriners. Payments are not deductible as a charitable contribution.  

Zelzah News Supporter 

FOR JUST $ 25.00 A YEAR  

YOUR NAME WILL APPEAR  

IN EACH ISSUE AND BENEFIT  

 

OUR NEWS PUBLICATION 

Yes, I will be a Publication Supporter:  

Enclose is my check for $___________ 

 

I would like my name to read as:  
 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Proceeds from Publication Supporter will only be 

used to better the Zelzah News. 
 

 

Mail your check to: 

Zelzah Shrine  

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 
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Installation January 5, 2025  



Zelzah News - January 2025         18 

 

ZELZAH SHRINE BUSINESS CONNECTION 
 

Johnnie Walker R.V.’S  Blue Diamond Realty   Red Rock NDT Services  

3700 Boulder Highway  Eric Halberg 702-789-4822   Technical Expertise & Evaluation Practice  

Las Vegas, NV 89121   Michelle Halberg 612-859-9769  702-596-9157 
 

Timbers Bar & Grill   Clinton Nevada LLC   The Law Office Of  

7 Locations across the Valley  19 W. Brooks Ave    Boley & AlDabbagh   

     N. Las Vegas, NV 89030   4570 S. Eastern Ave., Suite 28 

Life Insurance   702-632-1366                 Las Vegas, NV 89119 

Richard Pond          702-435-3333 

702-867-8150      
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Zelzah Shrine Temple     

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Up and Coming Events  
     Events with * are at the Shrine Center  

    

January  
   Jan. 11 Unit Head/Clubs/Divan - Installation* 

   Jan. 18 Pizza & a Movie - Back to the Future 

   Jan. 21 Stated* 

 

February 
   Feb. 1  Chinese New Year's Parade 

   Feb. 9  Super Bowl Party 

   Feb. 18 Stated* 

   Feb. 27-Mar 1 WSA 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or cancellation* 


