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  Elected Divan 

Potentate              David Bechtel 

Chief Rabban                  Mike Clark 

Assistant Rabban    Eric Halberg 

High Priest & Prophet    Jacob Lewis 

Oriental Guide          Brendan Vargas 

Treasurer                  Christopher West 

Recorder           Alan Wise, PP 

  Appointed Divan 

1st Ceremonial Master  Robin “Montana” Williams 

2nd Ceremonial Master                         Mike Cappa 

Director General     Ron Krever 

Marshal     Phil Pupanek 

Captain of the Guard         Phil Michaelson 

Chaplain            Mike Reinhardt 

1st Outer Guard            David Wilson 

2nd Outer Guard            John Gallagher 

PAST POTENTATES 
Richard Land     1975-76* 

Milton Keefer     1977* 

Joseph T. Klenke    1978* 

Joseph R. Parruli    1979* 

LeRoy A. Wolever, MD   1980* 

Jackson Houston, PGM   1981* 

George Boman    1982* 

Phillip M. Van DeVenter   1983* 

Ross Cooke     1984* 

Walter A. Reichenbach   1985* 

Norman S. Priddy    1986* 

Merritt S. “Budd” Jones   1987* 

Billie G. McMahan    1988 

Harry A. Downer    1989* 

William Wattenbarger    1990 

Sven E. Levin     1991* 

Tom Gailey     1992* 

Robert E. Cook    1993* 

Lew Kirgis     1994* 

J. Linden Smith    1995 

John C. Holler     1996* 

James “Jim” Denney    1997* 

William G. “Bill” Becker   1998 

Earl “Joe” Darnold    1999* 

Harvey A. Williams    2000,02 

William “Bill” Holland   2001 

John Pennington    2003  

Michael L. Rodgers    2004,11 

Stephen B. Stone    2005* 

William A. Burger    2006 

Swannie Swenson    2007 

M.G. “Mike” Barry    2008 

Thomas D. “Tom” Welsh   2009 

Robert L. “Bob” Norton   2010 

Roy A. Sargent    2011* 

Al Oppegard     2012 

Paul Granstrom    2013* 

Jerry Eitel     2014 

Daniel C. Kelly    2015 

Daniel Erickson    2016 

Michael Holmstrom    2017 

Joseph “Joe” Freeman    2018   

John Wehrly     2019 

Bruce Nelson     2020 

Dwain Rittenhouse    2021 

Alan L. Wise     2022  

  Shrine Clubs 

Boulder City              Jim Giannosa 

B.C. Mini Cars    Dan Erickson, P. P. 

Henderson                 Brian Green 

Road Runners       Casey Case 

Weepah      Frank Heyer 

 Shrine Unit 

Clowns                             Michael Burkintas 

Flivvers           Chuck Coleman 

Legion of Honor         Dennis Williams  

            

Social Clubs  

Aviation           Malcolm Singer 

Chairman                 Rick Pond 

Hillbilly Clan #47                   Fred Boyd 
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Nobles, we just held two of our biggest events for the year.  Many of us went on the Potentate’s Cruise to Mexico and 
had an absolute blast.  The cruise made three stops throughout the week in Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlán, and Cabo San Lu-
cas.  The first couple of days at sea were relaxing at first but quickly turned into a contest to see who could complete 
their drink package each day.  While I consider myself a pretty fun guy, I have to admit that I never came close to the 
assigned number on any day, although I do want to assure my friends that I gave it a shot.  We spent most of the first 
couple of days getting our bearings on the ship and figuring out where and when to meet our friends. On our first stop, 
many of us went on a Tequila tasting that took us to two different distilleries.  The excursion was excellent and the infor-
mation was really interesting.  The companies produced some excellent spirits and they certainly shared plenty of it with 
us.  Each place poured six shots of different tequilas for us to sample, so at the end of the tour, we were all ready for 
some water and a nap.  Our second stop took us to Mazatlán where we took a tour of the city and the area highlights in-
cluding cliff diving.  The tour then stopped for lunch in a resort area where our group decided to eat at the Shrimp Facto-
ry.  After settling in for a couple of beers, we quickly determined that the excursion was not very good and that we would 
skip the remainder of the tour to be able to extend our stay at the restaurant.  The tour company was not pleased, but our 
group was overly excited, and after our lunch, we caught a cab back to the ship and we sang really bad 80’s songs the 
entire way.  Our final stop was in Cabo, and we decided to spend our limited time at a local restaurant and bar on the 
beach called “The Office.”  We started with an excellent breakfast and libations and then things took a turn for the worse 
(or better, depending on your perspective).  It seems that the entire group bought into the philosophy that you can’t drink 
all day if you don’t start in the morning…it turned out to be all day!  That is all I will say about Cabo except this; you 
should have been there. 
 
Our next big event was the Potentate’s Ball held at the Orleans Hotel and Casino.  It was a really nice event with plenty 
of fun to be had.  The fun started on Friday afternoon as we had a hospitality suite open in the Stardust Room.  I was up 
enjoying the company for a couple of hours and then Darcy and I went to dinner with our out-of-town guests including 
the Potentate of Kerak Shrine and his officers in attendance.  On Saturday, Good and Bad Dan’s (you decide which is 
which) had the hospitality room open in the early morning for coffee and pastries.  We spent most of the morning and 
early afternoon visiting with guests until we had to get ready for the ball.  The Ball was a joint event with Zelzah and 
Kerak Shrines.  It turned out to be a very fun event and I would like to thank everyone who assisted in making it a suc-
cess.  The dinner was excellent as always at the Orleans and the dancing was even better.  I can tell you all that I brought 
my A game to the dance floor that night.  I’m not saying that I was John Travolta in Saturday Night Fever or Patrick 
Swayze in Dirty Dancing, but I will say that I was probably a little better than both…just a little.  
 

In April, we have the Aviator’s Baseball game on the 8th.  There are still spaces available, so please go to our website and 
book your spots before they are sold out.  Remember, being a Shriner is about having fun, so come out and join us on 
some of our events and activities.               

I wish you and your families a wonderful April and a happy Easter.  I look forward to seeing you all at one of our many 
upcoming functions.  Love to you all. 

 

Fraternally,  

David Bechtel, Potentate 

From the  

Potentate  
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Chief Rabban                                          Mike Clark        

Chief Rabban, having fun in the Mexican sun. The ship was a 

good sail and smooth as silk. Looking forward to the US as no 

speaka Spanish. If you ever have the time and can afford it, 

you should take a cruise, even if you go on your own. Met a 

lot of new friends, and have not seen any of the Shriners ex-

cept on the third day. The only problem was the trip was very 

short.  

Always keep your God, Family, and job before Masonic 

events. As we could not do anything without the support of 

family.  

Noble Michael Clark, Chief Rabban 

FROM THE DESK OF THE RECORDER   

I attended my first Shrine Recorders Association training session.  

This session was a joint session with the Shrine Treasurers Associa-

tion.  It was a jam-packed two and one-half days of presentations, 

information, and training on the use of WebFez as well as some 

training on QuickBooks.  To say my brain was inundated is an un-

derstatement.  I am now working with the office staff to ensure we 

are identifying requirements and reports to ensure we are meeting 

the expectations of Shriners International.   

 
We continue to make improvements in the office layout and func-

tionality of the office.  We want to make the office a functional enti-

ty while making it a pleasant place for our customers.  Mrs. Wise is 

organizing and improving the practices used in serving our child 

patients and their families.  Mrs. Rodriguez continues to impress and 

take on more responsibilities to ensure that our Nobles and their 

family’s needs are met in a timely fashion.  Our IT guru, Noble Ja-

cob Lewis, is constantly working on improvements to our web-

based footprint and to make it easier for our Nobles to utilize this 

platform to conduct business with the Shrine.   

 
We had a great turnout for the Henderson St. Patrick’s Day parade.  

It is so great to see many of our Nobles out there participating in the 

parade.  We had members from the Legion of Honor Unit, Clown 

Unit, Flivvers Unit, Motor Patrol Unit, and members from the Boul-

der City Shrine Club Mini-Car Unit, Henderson Shrine Club, and 

Roadrunner Shrine Club.  Hope that this effort by our Units and 

Clubs continues and even grows throughout this parade season.   

 
As we move into April and some warmer weather, I will be continu-

ing to try and improve the appearance of the Eastern Village Shop-

ping Center.  I am working closely with our Security Patrol and the 

Security Monitoring Company (Cameras) to reduce the amount of 

unwanted traffic on our premises and to make it a safer place for the 

customers of our tenants, our patients and their families, and our 

Nobles and their families.  I am also working with the company that 

does the cleanup of the parking lot and area around the building to 

ensure we keep things clean.  We will be having the building side-

walk power cleaned again and plan to make this cleaning a part of 

our regular maintenance around the building to ensure things look 

good and are clean. 

 
If you have thoughts about how to improve our building and im-

prove the safety of this area for everyone, please feel free to contact 

me.  I will be more than happy to raise these issues with the Board 

of Directors, the Trustees, and the appropriate committee.  After all, 

this is our facility and the better it looks and operates the more likely 

it is that we will be able to persuade Master Masons and their fami-

lies to join us in our philanthropy.  

 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Alan L. Wise, P.P. 

Recorder/Property Manager 
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Hillbillies                                      Fred Boyd High Priest & Prophet                         Jake Lewis 

What a great March we had, the turnout at the Saint Patrick's 

Day Parade in Henderson was incredible and it was so good to 

see the Legion of Honor trailer full of riders as well as those 

supporting Henderson Shrine Club Noble Rokai who showed 

up with the club banner but no vehicle to put it on, until the 

Legion helped out putting it on their trailer.  It was also good to 

see Motor Patrol supporting the parade, along with the Flivvers, 

and all the Nobles who showed up to make this parade a good 

one and get Zelzah out in the public eye.  With over 7,000 peo-

ple lining the route, we got a lot of positive comments and 

that's always a good thing as you never know where we will 

find our next new Noble.  Also, a big shout out to Boulder City 

Shrine Club for their annual Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner, 

the food was once again outstanding as Good Dan (and Bad 

Dan) let me know they started at around 6 in the morning to get 

the corned beef just right.  We had a lot of good fellowships as 

the turnout was excellent considering the number of Nobles and 

Ladies on the Potentate's Cruise, that's one of the best things 

about these events the chance to talk with everyone while hav-

ing a great time.  If you have not been to an event at the Boul-

der City Shrine Club, you need to make the next one.  Speaking 

of Boulder City Shrine Club, our Units and Clubs are an inte-

gral part of Zelzah, and if you're not active in one, I challenge 

you to start checking out what we have and find a Club or Unit 

to call your own.  From smoking cigars to driving little cars, 

from Legion of Honor for our Nobles who are Military Veter-

ans to Honoring the Cob with the Hillbillies, there is something 

out there for any Noble, you just have to go and check it out for 

yourself.  As we move forward into the Spring, we will have 

plenty more events to keep us going and I hope to see all of you 

around the Shrine! 

 

Brendan 

Howdy Cuzzins and Non-Cuzzins:  
 
If you have a minute log into 
HTTPS://InternationalShrineHillbillies.com  
Read about the Hillbillies and see what other Clans are doing. 
Also did you know we have a Hillbilly convention coming up in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin? It be sponsored by Packerland Hillbilly 
Clan 181.  
 
Zelzah Clan 47 was proud to see  in attendance at our February 
stated meeting the Imperial Hillbilly Guardian of the Still. "Cuz" 
Jody Vaughters from Possum Hollow Road, Wheelersburg, OH. 
He gave updated information that since the beginning (1969) 
Hillbilly Clans have given $13,300,000 to Shriners Hospitals and 
transportation funds.  To date, Zelzah Clan 47 has donated 
$27,000 in keeping with a goal of $1000 a year during active 
years.  
 
Last month our Pote I'll Sir "Cuz" David Bechtel climb them 
hills with Nobles Jay Salonga and Ryan Wright; and momma 
Pauline Grandis. They all proudly "Honored the Cob " and now 
wait to see who will follow .. affixing the title, "Cuz" to their 
names. Rumor has it that some Grand Lodge Officers may climb 
them hills. Let's see what happens. Also we welcome to Clan 47, 
Jennifer Smith, a duel Hillbilly momma from Clan 29, Rocky 
Mountaineers Grand and Glorious Gals, Al Kaly Shrine, Pueblo, 
Co.  If you hold membership in another Hillbilly Clan please let 
me know.  
 
The next gathering hopefully will be in May (TBA) ahead of the 
June 17th, Legion of Honor and Hillbilly annual  Bingo Party. 
Always a fun event and open to all. See flyer for details.  This 
event as all gatherings is dedicated to the children this philan-
thropy supports...that maybe that one child who may not walk 
today, he or she may walk tomorrow.   "HONOR THE COB "  
 
FRED BOYD  Raban of the Clan 47 
702 338 6883 
Mike Cappa, KOC  Mal Singer, GOS 
Russ Gray, KOQ  Ron Krever, Treasurer  

Oriental Guide                                 Brendan Vargas    

Unit and Club heads... please review your information on the 

website.  The website is public/noble facing, please write 

your description for that audience (what do you do? why 

should they care? and why would someone join?).  Please 

check out the calendar page to check your events/ meetings. 

Updates should be sent to the office.  Event requests may be 

made online using a link on the calendar page, the password 

is “dino”. Dues may be paid online at this time.  Please see 

me at a stated meeting if you have questions or suggestions. 

 

-Jake 

HTTPS://InternationalShrineHillbillies.com
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What’s been happening at Zelzah Shrine...  
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Hello, this is Han.  

The bench is complete, and I couldn’t be more proud 

of the way it came out in the end.  

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity you have 

given me to work with you and progress my way fur-

ther down the path toward Eagle.  

Sincerely, 

Han. 
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April 
Antony Mano 

Arthur M Clayton 

Bruce W Nelson P.P. 

Charles J Barone 

Charles M Cappa 

Darren F Lennemann 

David G Harvey 

Dennis Rusk 

Donald J Scheid 

Harry M Paulhamus Jr. 

Howard L Mason Jr. 

James L Smith P.P. 

Jerome Salonga 

John B Shepherd 

Larry D McMahan 

Michael J Ramirez 

Nick F Bane 

Philip Bertuglia 

Raymond G Newcomb 

Richard H Miller 

Richard J Grilz 

Richard R Orden 

Robert C Eldridge Jr. 

Roy L Steffan 

Terry L Thurow 

Thomas J McIntyre 

Wade A Schneiderman 

Warren R McLeod 

Willard E Gilliam 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE  

STATED MEETING  

April 18, 2023 

& 

May 16, 2023 

Dinner 6:00 pm  

*Must RSVP for Dinner* 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 
 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 
 

702-382-5554 
 

office@zelzahshrine.org 

Save the Date… 

   April 
April 8, 2023   Aviator’s Baseball Game 

April 11, 2023   Unit, Club, Divan Meeting  

April 18, 2023  Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting 

 

May 
May 6, 2023  6 de Mayo 

May 16, 2023   Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

May 19-20, 2023 Road Runner S.C. POV 

May 27, 2023  Golf Tournament, Mesquite, NV  

 

June 
June 3, 2023   Shrine BBQ Cook-off 

June 6, 2023   Henderson S.C. POV  

June 20, 2023  Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

 

 

July  
   July 2-6, 2023 Imperial Session  

   July 14, 2023  Super Summer Theater  

 

 

August  
August 26, 2023 Wine Tasting Fundraiser 

 

September  
September 2, 2023 Golf Tournament Pahrump? 

September 9, 2023 Fish Fry 

September 19, 2023 Stated 

September 23, 2023 Harvest Festival Parade 

September 23, 2023 Weepah POV 

September 23, 2023 Wine Tasting (Pahrump) 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to 
change or cancellation * 
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April 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Aviators Game 

9 10 11 

U/C/D 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Stated Meeting 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

May 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

6 de Mayo  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 

Stated Meeting  

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Golf @ Mesquite 

28 29 30 31    

Road Runnner POV 

Road Runnner  

POV Oatman 
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Contributions and Donations  

to the  

Transportation Fund 

Linda Nasdahl 

In Memory of Jim Denney 

Bob & Joan Norton 

 

Zelzah News Supporters  
  

 Tom Campbell 2/24    

 Pix & Judy Pixley  9/25  

 Hazel Dewey  8/24   

 Mike Reinhardt 2/25    

 Joe Freeman 12/25     

 Ginger Houston 11/23    

 Judy Elkins 11/23    

 Rod & Vim Petkovich 8/25  

 Bruce Nelson 12/23               

 Jerry & Terry Eitel 3/24        

 Bob & Joan Norton 10/23           

 Max & Nancy Nakamura 12/25 

 Bob & Joan Norton 10/23  

 Leon & Jodie Baghdadilian 10/23 

 Doris Mathieson & Bill Coulter 2/23      

 The Michael C. Bradley Trust 10/25 

 Marlene Adams 5/23     

 Jack & Bonnie Richardson 5/26 

 William & Mariam Becker 6/23 

 Tom Welsh 9/23 

 Dwain Rittenhouse & Lisa Smith 3/24 

  

 

Zelzah News Supporter 

FOR JUST $ 25.00 A YEAR  

YOUR NAME WILL APPEAR  

IN EACH ISSUE AND BENEFIT  

OUR NEWS PUBLICATION 

Yes, I will be a Publication Supporter:  

Enclose is my check for $___________ 

 

I would like my name to read as:  
 

_______________________________ 

Proceeds from Publication Supporter will only 

be used to better the Zelzah News. 
 

Mail your check to: 

Zelzah Shrine  

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Zelzah News will be Published  

every month in 2023 

The deadline for articles are as follows: 

Dec 15th for January issue 

Jan15th for February issue 

Feb 15th  for March issue 

March 15th  for April issue   

April 15th  for May issue   

May 15th  for June issue  

No Issue in July  

July 15th  for August issue 

Aug 15th  for September issue 

September 15th  for October issue 

Oct 15th  for November issue 

November 15th  for December issue 

Email articles to: office@zelzahshrine.org  

Editor: Elizabeth Rodriguez 

Proceeds from any event in this publication is for the benefit 

of  Zelzah Shriners unless otherwise stated. Payments are not  

deductible as charitable contribution.  
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Zelzah Shrine Temple 

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Up and Coming Events  

Events with * are at the Shrine Center  

 

April 
 Apr. 8 - Aviators Game 

Apr. 11 - U/C/D Meeting* 

Apr. 18 - Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting* 

  

May 
May 6 - 6 de Mayo 

May 16 - Zelzah Shrine Stated Meeting  

May 19-20 - Road Runner S.C. POV 

May 27 - Golf Tournament, Mesquite, NV  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 *Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or cancellation * 

 

 


