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After 10 months the Chaplin finally knows  

how to greet the Potentate.  
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Richard Land     1975-76* 

Milton Keefer     1977* 

Joseph T. Klenke    1978* 

Joseph R. Parruli    1979* 

LeRoy A. Wolever, MD   1980* 

Jackson Houston, PGM   1981* 

George Boman    1982* 

Phillip M. Van DeVenter   1983* 

Ross Cooke     1984* 

Walter A. Reichenbach   1985* 

Norman S. Priddy    1986* 

Merritt S. “Budd” Jones   1987* 

Billie G. McMahan    1988 

Harry A. Downer    1989* 

William Wattenbarger    1990 

Sven E. Levin     1991* 

Tom Gailey     1992* 

Robert E. Cook    1993* 

Lew Kirgis     1994* 

J. Linden Smith    1995 

John C. Holler     1996* 

James “Jim” Denney    1997 

     

PAST POTENTATES 
William G. “Bill” Becker   1998 

Earl “Joe” Darnold    1999* 

Harvey A. Williams    2000,02 

William “Bill” Holland   2001 

John Pennington    2003  

Michael L. Rodgers    2004,11 

Stephen B. Stone    2005* 

William A. Burger    2006 

Swannie Swenson    2007 

M.G. “Mike” Barry    2008 

Thomas D. “Tom” Welsh   2009 

Robert L. “Bob” Norton   2010 

Roy A. Sargent    2011* 

Al Oppegard     2012 

Paul Granstrom    2013* 

Jerry Eitel     2014 

Daniel C. Kelly    2015 

Daniel Erickson    2016 

Michael Holmstrom    2017 

Joseph “Joe” Freeman    2018   

John Wehrly     2019 

Bruce Nelson     2020 
    * In Memory  
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The Shriners PGA Golf tournament was another great success story for Shriners. We have signed another 5-year deal 
with the PGA to hold the event at the TPC in Las Vegas, Nevada. Those Nobles who participated in the event, I want 
to thank you. As your dedication to our philanthropic organization has helped so many children in the Las Vegas area. 
You guys are the best! 
 

“Zelzah Shriners Day” was proclaimed by the City of Las Vegas on Wednesday, October 6, 2021. The proclamation 
was presented by Councilman Knudsen in front of Las Vegas City Hall. Those who attended were thanked by the 
councilman for all the hard work you do for the community. This was an incredible honor to receive this proclamation 
from the City of Las Vegas. 
 

Our Legion of Honor performed the presentation of the colors at the Pasadena Board of Governors meeting on 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021. They did an excellent presentation. We all should be so proud of their performance. 
 

Our Divan was well represented at the Pasadena Board of Governors meeting by Chief Rabban Alan Wise, Treasurer 
Chris West, Oriental Guide Eric Halberg, Public Relations Chair Brendan Vargas, Mary Morris, and myself. We pre-
sented the Congressional Recognition Certificate from the office of Senator Jackie Rosen to the Pasadena Shriners 
Children clinic and to Imperial Sir Bill Bailey. 
 

On October 13, 2021, eight (8) Nobles from the Mabuhay Shrine in the Philippines came to our Shrine to meet and 
greet our Divan. They included Past Potentates, the Assistant Recorder, and other nobles. We had a great time with 
our brothers from the Philippines, and I want to thank all of the nobles who attended the event. 
 

We are continuing to make improvements to our Shrine complex. Sonitrol has added eight (8) more cameras to make 
a total of sixteen (16) cameras to obtain complete coverage of the complex. The front sidewalk has a temporary sur-
face and we should be receiving the final coating soon. The lighting project has been completed and we are looking to 
improve or add lighting under the front of the building above the sidewalk. The fencing project is being diligently 
worked on to fence the back and side area of the building. We are getting estimates now for the project. 
 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Zelzah Wine Tasting event to be held at the Masonic Memorial Temple, Bobo room, 
on Friday, November 5, 2021, at 6:00pm. The price is $50.00 per person but includes upscale wines and hors d oeu-
vres. Please invite family, friends, brother Masons from your lodges and neighbors. The more the merrier. Lou Castle 
will be hosting the event. This is an event you don’t want to miss. 
 

The Potentate’s Official Visit to Laughlin has been scheduled for Saturday, November 20, 2021. We have reserved a 
block of rooms at the Riverside Hotel in Laughlin, Nevada. We will be doing a dinner on the Riverside Paddle boat 
while touring the Colorado River. It would be nice to have the Divan and as many Nobles present to show our support 
for the Roadrunner Shrine club.  
 

In closing, I want to thank the Divan for their active support of the Zelzah Shrine. With your support, we have been 
able to get a lot accomplished this year. Every member of the elected Divan took on a task to help our Shrine and they 
did a superb job. So when you see your elected Divan, tell them thank you.  
 

Yours Truly,  
 
Dwain A Rittenhouse,  
Potentate 2021 

From the  

Potentate  

Zelzah News                                              November  2021 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE  

STATED MEETING  

November 23, 2021 

&  

December 21, 2021  
Elections   

Oasis at 5:30 pm 

Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Stated Meeting at 7:00 pm 

Wear your Fez  

Doors will be tiled. 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME BUT YOU 

MUST R.S.V.P. FOR DINNER. 

702-382-5554 

Zelzah Shriners  

Honor/ Memorial Brick  
For a donation of $100.00, a brick will be placed on our  

Honor Wall within our Shine building.  

Please print all information 

 Name to be placed on brick:            

                

     One or two lines - 15 characters per line      
   

 Purchased by:         Phone:     

 Credit Card #:        Exp. Date     

 Please make checks payable to:   Zelzah Shriners  

      2313 S. Eastern Ave  

      Las Vegas NV 89104 

  Proceeds of this benefit of Zelzah Shriners. Payments are not deductible as a charitable contribution.  

Zelzah News                                                    November 2021 
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    October was a busy month for Zelzah Shriners, we began the month with 

the Shriners Children’s Open, were many of our Nobles and their ladies 

volunteered during the golf tournament. It was great to see so many of Zel-

zah’s Nobles and ladies helping to make this golf tournament a success. 

During that week, Las Vegas City Council recognized Zelzah Shriners by 

proclaiming October 6, 2021, Zelzah Shriners Day. I want to thank all the 

Nobles who came out to City Hall to hear City Councilman Knudsen speak 

about the community and our efforts to improve the lives of children and 

their families. Our Zelzah Shrine Legion of Honor Color Guard presented 

the colors during the Shriners Children’s Southern California Board of 

Governors meeting. During that meeting our Potentate spoke about our ef-

forts and desires to establish a clinic here in Las Vegas to provide care for 

the children of Southern Nevada under the umbrella of Shriners Children’s 

medical system. His words were met with a positive response from the 

Board of Governors members, Imperial Officers and Shriners Children’s 

Trustees in attendance. On October 12, our Potentate, the Chairman of Out-

reach Clinic, Ricardo Limon, the Administrator of the Shriners Children’s 

Southern California Medical Center in Pasadena, Christopher Dougherty, 

and I met with County Commissioner William McCurdy II, and the Univer-

sity Medical Center CEO, Mason Van Houweling, to discuss the establish-

ment of a Shiners Children’s Clinic here in Las Vegas. This meeting was 

very productive, and each group came away feeling that the way forward 

will lead to a positive outcome for our clinic and the children of Southern 

Nevada. We will continue to pursue the establishment of this clinic until we 

successfully complete this task. On October 13, Zelzah Shriners welcomed 

eight visiting Nobles from Mabuhay Shriners. It is my opinion these visit-

ing Nobles went away with an incredibly positive view of Zelzah Shriners. 

There was even discussion about our Nobles visiting their Shrine Center in 

the Republic of the Philippines. 

    I wish to congratulate all those Nobles who participated in the Feztival in 

Laughlin in October. I hope that you enjoyed good fellowship and the Cere-

monial met your expectations. I look forward to working and enjoying fel-

lowship with each of you as you become more involved with Zelzah 

Shriners. 

    At our October Stated Meeting we paid tribute to and celebrated our Past 

Potentates and First Ladies. We hope that you enjoyed the meal and the 

fellowship of our Shrine Center. 

    Finally, your Oriental Guide, Eric Halberg, and I attended Shriners Inter-

national Education Foundation leadership conferences in late September. 

The four days each of us spent attending these conferences were filled with 

information, practical application of training we received, and fellowship 

with Nobles and their Ladies from all over the country and world. As I told 

Eric when I returned there were occasions it felt like they had used a fire-

hose to provide as much information and guidance as they could in such a 

brief period. Eric’s Lady, Michelle, attended the Oriental Guide Leadership 

Conference with him. She too received training. We had several joint clas-

ses where both Nobles and Ladies received training and information togeth-

er, as the Imperial Leadership wholeheartedly believes this is a journey best 

traveled side by side and that our ladies are just as important to the success 

of our fraternity as our Nobles are.  

 

Fraternally yours, 

 
Alan Wise 

Chief Rabban  

Thoughts from the Chief Rabban       Alan Wise 

Zelzah News                                                    November 2021 
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1st Outer Guard                              Brendan Vargas 

Wednesday October 6th will go down as a memorable day for all Zelzah 
Shriners as a group of 20 Nobles and ladies made their way to Las Vegas 
City Hall for the proclamation of "Zelzah Shriners Day" by the City of 
Las Vegas, sponsored by City Councilman Brian Knudsen, and signed by 
Mayor Caroline Goodman and the entire City Council.   

This proclamation is part of the work that the Divan is doing to further 
relations between the Temple and local, state, and federal government to 
help boost our projects like the planned Shriners Children's Clinic for Las 
Vegas.   Having these relationships and getting the Shrine in the public 
eye only helps to further our work in Southern Nevada. 

Illustrious Potentate Dwain Rittenhouse also met with County Commis-
sioner Will McCurdy as part of the efforts to secure space at UMC for the 
clinic, this coming after the meeting that Chief Rabban Alan Wise and PR 
Chair Brendan Vargas had with Councilman Knudsen. These meetings 
have resulted in support for our initial work in getting the clinic here.  The 
takeaway from the meetings is that both offices have agreed to work with 
us and this works not just for Zelzah, but our kids who will benefit from 
additional treatment they can get locally without having to travel to Pasa-
dena. 

We are also looking to build our relationship with the Las Vegas Metro-
politan Police Department as they can play a big part in helping improve 
the security on our property. Overall the PR Goal of enhancing Zel-
zah's visibility is paying off with more events and meetings to come dur-
ing the rest of the year and into 2022.   

 

Brendan Vargas 

Public Relations Chair  

Last night I had the honor to represent LOH in Mexico City as the Anezeh 
Potentate asked me to carry the American Flag during the opening cere-
mony directed by the Mexican Army. Anezeh Noble General Pinzon of 
the Mexican Army arranged for full honors last night and it was an honor 
to be part of it. 
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These  We Do Not Forget 

Black Camel 

In Memoriam 

Feztival 2021  
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November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Calendar  

Review 

2 

Henderson  

3 

Weepah S.C. 

4 5 

Wine Tasting 

MWB Lou Castle 

6 

7 8 

Aviation 

9 

U/C/D 

10 

Flivvers 

11 

 
 

12 

Clowns 

13 

14 

Honor Ladies  
Luncheon 

15 16. 

Taco Tuesday 

17 18 

Motor Patrol 

19 20 

POV Laughlin 

21 

LOH 

22 23 

Stated Meeting 

24 25 26 27 

 

28 29 30     

Office  Closed  

Office Closed  

December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 

Elections 

Stated Meeting  

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Office  Closed  

Office  Closed  
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Zelzah News Supporters  
 

Pix & Judy Pixley  9/25   Edward Jakubowsky 12/21  Mike Oneil 4/22 

Hazel Dewey  8/22    Mike Reinhardt 2/25   Tommy Campbell 9/22 

Lola Sargent & Al Oppegard 12/21  Joe Freeman 12/25    Shirley Wilcox 9/22 

Bud & Shirley Banks 2/22    Ginger Houston 11/23   Mel Paulhamus 2/22  

Valeta Rothaus 2/22    Tim Puckett 12/21   Kay Darr 12/21 

Rod & Vim Petkovich 8/25   Joann Padget 10/22   Judy Elkins 10/22 

Max & Nancy Nakamura 12/25  Bob Shawhan 12/21   Dale F. Spreen 10/22  

Jerry & Terry Eitel 3/24   Clara Rasmussen 12/21   

Alan & Tammy Wise 12/21    Fred & Cheri Boyd 5/22    

Jack & Bonnie Richardson 12/21  Mary Ann Marshall 12/21    

Alan & Ruth Davis 5/22   Marlene Adams 12/21  

Leon & Jodie Baghdadilian 10/23  Bob & Joan Norton 10/23            

The Michael C. Bradley Trust 10/25  Mike & Marianne Barry 3/22    

Mike Cappa & Inge Lindsey 2/22  Mike Clark & Precila Coffman 12/21  

Cliff “Riff Raff” & Elena Reay 12/21 Mal Singer & Alvida Lane 11/22  

Zelzah News Supporter 

FOR JUST $ 25.00 A YEAR  

YOUR NAME WILL APPEAR  

IN EACH ISSUE AND BENEFIT  

OUR NEWS PUBLICATION 

Yes, I will be a Publication Supporter:  

Enclose is my check for $___________ 

 

I would like my name to read as:  
 

_______________________________ 

Proceeds from Publication Supporter will only be 

used to better the Zelzah News. 
 

Mail your check to: 

Zelzah Shrine  

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

 

Zelzah News will be Published  

every month in 2021 

The deadline for articles are as follows: 

Dec 15th for January issue 

Jan15th for February issue 

Feb 15th  for March issue 

March 15th  for April issue   

April 15th  for May issue   

May 15th  for June issue  

No Issue in July  

July 15th  for August issue 

Aug 15th  for September issue 

September 15th  for October issue 

Oct 15th  for November issue 

November 15th  for December issue 

Email articles to: office@zelzahshrine.org  

Editor: Alan Wise 

Proceeds from any event in this publication is for the bene-

fit of  Zelzah Shriners unless otherwise stated. Payments 

are not  deductible as charitable contribution.  
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High Priest & Prophet                                    Mike Clark 

A continuation of the Ancient Order Nobles of  the Mystic Shrine short history. 

In the early 1900’s, membership grew rapidly and as well the range of Temples widened. In 
18 years there were Temples in Canada, Hawaii, Mexico, and Panama, Canal Zone. The 
organization became the Ancient Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine for North America. 
The first Shrine Circus is believed to have opened in 1906 in Detroit. 

The Shrine gave aid to the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and in 1915, the Shrine contribut-
ed to relief of European war victims. 

In 1921 at the Imperial Session in Des Moines, Iowa, the proposal to create a charity for 
crippled children was passed and before the 1922 session the cornerstone for the first hospi-
tals for Crippled Children in Shreveport, La. The rules were no one would be charged for the 
orthopedic care if they could not afford it for children of 14 years of age and it was thought 
they could be helped. This later changed to 18 years of  age. This work is supervised by the 
Board of Trustees, who are elected annually and serve without pay. Each Hospital was gov-
erned by a local Board of Trustees, all members are Shriners. 

 The Hospitals are funded by a percentage of Shrine dues and endowment fund as well as 
fund-raising temple activities.   

They also do research activities and now spend more than 14 million dollars, a year on sev-
eral children's diseases. 

Information taken from a short history of the Shrine. 

 

Mike Clark  

High Priest & Prophet 
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November 
Andrew S Reeves 

Anthony A York 

Arthur Neel 

Charles E Lemley 

Craig S Ruby 

Curtis L Mattke 

Dan M Cole 

Daniel T Nordyke 

Edward F Clark III 

Epifanio Pena 

Fred A Horne 

George P Wehrly 

Jacob A Lewis 

James H Beggs 

Joseph D Freeman P.P. 

Joshua U AlDabbagh 

Kenneth L Oneill 

Larry T Idanan 

Larry W DeCoursey 

Lloyd H Peugh 

Marc D Risman 

Richard J Olliges 

Richard M Hoaglin 

Robert L Norton P.P. 

Roger A Hundley 

Russell A Gray 

Sean R McCaffery 

Steve J Keeter 

Timothy N Foster 

W Ben Maze 

Warren J Pawliuk 

William A Meacham 

William D Coombs 

William L Grant 

Woodrow P Porter 
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Oriental Guide Must Be Selected Wisely 

Election of Zelzah Officers 

December 21, 2021 

When the members of Zelzah Shriners elect a Noble to the Office of Oriental Guide, they are virtually starting 

that Noble through the Divan Line on the assumption that he will prove qualified for and worthy of advancement to 

the high office of illustrious Potentate.  

Hence it is quite evident that nomination for Oriental Guide should be based upon thorough and  accurate eval-

uation of character, ability, motivation, interest and experience. A Noble can be a great fellow, hard worker; and loyal 

Shriner and yet lack the basic qualification which make for a good Potentate. Unless a Noble is fully qualified for the 

job, he is unfair both to himself and to Zelzah Shriners in seeking the Office or I permitting his fellow Nobles to sup-

port and promote his candidacy.  

Each Shrine Temple needs and requires capable, high type leadership. The normal starting point of that leader-

ship is the office of Oriental Guide. The following checklist may prove helpful in evaluating potential candidates for 

the Office of Oriental Guide. However, no thinking man would be so naïve or presumptuous as to believe that any one 

Noble could possibly embody all of the virtues, talents and qualifications which are set forth in this check list. Never-

theless the list has practical value for self-evaluation by the Noble whose  ultimate aspiration is the Office of Illustri-

ous Potentate and for evaluation of potential candidates by the  voting members. 

Leadership  

Executive ability  

Community standing and influence  

Financial security  

Business Sense 

Energy and Vitality 

Capable of building good public relations  

Good habits and moral character 

Well-Poised  

Good Health  

Diplomacy 

Stage Presence 

Competent Organizer and Promoter 

Possess Social Graces 

Many temples have placed a definite limitation upon their progress as a result of hasty judgement in connec-
tion with nominations for the office of Oriental Guide. Every Noble is not fit to meet the rigorous demands placed up-

on Potentates. So let’s be fair, honest and wise in the all-important matter of electing to office only men who are emi-
nently qualified for the job. We all know that with honor comes responsibility. While there is high honor associated 
with being a Divan Officer, the ensuing responsibilities entail a lot of time and energy consuming work. Eternal vigi-

lance must be wisely and thoughtfully exercised by the voting membership in order to perpetuate a high caliber of 
leadership.  
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Legion of Honor         Mike Kearns 

Hovik “Henry” Khachekian O: 702-688-5564 
President/ Owner  C: 702-556-5262 
    HK@SwiftAirLv.Com 
C21 Lic#:0087811  SwiftAirLv.com 

     Here is hoping everyone has had a good beginning of the fall season.  Last 
month I wrote that I was ready to get back to work doing the work as LOH 
commander.  Boy did I get what I was asking for.  It has been an extremely 
busy few weeks for the Legion of Honor.  It started with the Fall Festival 
Parade in Pahrump.  Thanks to all who attended.   Our Potentate, Illustrious 
Sir Dwain Rittenhouse, led a large contingent of Zelzah Shriners and we all 
had a great time.  See Enclosed Picture of LOH representation.  Special 
thanks to Mike Cappa who provided everyone a delicious lunch of ribs, bris-
ket, corn on the cob and other delicious items.  Thanks to Pahrump Lodge 
who hosted this lunch after the parade.                              

    I was honored to represent the LOH at the City of Las Vegas City Hall on 
October 6th as part of a contingent of Zelzah Shriners who were there when 
October 6th was proclaimed Zelzah Shriners Day.  Then later that day the 
LOH was honored to present the colors at the Pasadena Hospital Board of 
Governors meeting at the JW Marriott.  Thanks to all my LOH team mem-
bers who attended.  The team consisted of myself, Russ Gray, 2nd Lt. Com-
mander of the IALOH, Illustrious Sir Bob Norton Past Potentate 2010 and 
Noble Ron Krever, Past Commander LOH. The team did a great job and did 
Zelzah Shrine proud.  The following morning the Zelzah LOH was honored 
to present the colors again at the opening of the Shriners Children's Open golf 
tournament.  See enclosed pictures of that special ceremony.  Again thanks to 
my team members consisting of myself, Russ Gray 2nd Lt. Commander 
IALOH and Illustrious Sir Bob Norton.                    

The LOH and Zelzah Shriners were well represented at the golf tournament 
volunteering wherever needed.  I don't know about the others who volun-
teered, but I had an absolute blast.  It was a lot of fun being out among 
crowds again at the golf tournament.  It was something I really missed at last 
year’s event.  If you have not experienced this event I strongly encourage you 
volunteer for future Shriners golf tournaments.  The PGA has signed a con-
tract with the Shriners to hold this event for the next five years here in Las 
Vegas.           

The LOH and Hillbilly Clan held its annual LOH/Hillbilly's Bingo fundraiser 
on October 16th.  The LOH is slated to do the flag folding ceremony at prior 
to the Shrine's stated meeting on November 23rd.  I along with Russ Gray 
and our wives and Vince "The Dude" will be leaving for Washington DC on 
Nov 2nd to attend the annual wreath laying at the tomb of the unknown sol-
dier at Arlington National Cemetery.  More to follow on these events in next 
months Zelzah News.  I wanted to take a moment to congratulate Noble Jack 
Richardson as he was picked to be part of an Honor Flight to Washington DC 
leaving October 15th.  Congrats Jack, it is well deserved.  Finally, and as 
always it has been my honor to Command the Zelzah Legion of Honor.   

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Mike Kearns LOH Commander                                        
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*See Zelzah Shrine Office for Purchasing.  
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Zelzah Shrine Temple 

2313 S. Eastern Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

Up and Coming Events  

Events with * are at the Shrine Center 

 

November  
Fri. 5th—Wine Tasting  

*Tues. 9th—U/C/D  

*Sun. 14th—Honor Ladies Luncheon  

*Tues. 16th—Taco Tuesday  

Sat. 20th— POV Laughlin  

*Tues. 23rd—Stated Meeting  

 

December  
Tues. 21st—Elections Stated Meeting  

 

 

 

 

*Please Note: Events dates are subject to change or cancellation * 

«MemberName» 

«Address1»   «Address2» 

«City», «State» «Zip» 

00«Sequence» 


